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about  everything  most  guys 
did  when  I was  young.  I was 
reasonably  popular  with  my 
peers  and  hfe  was  very,  very 
good.  However,  I did  have 
this  one  unusual  quirk  that  set 
me  apart,  something  I knew  I 
had  to  conceal  from  others  at 
all  costs...  a pecuhar  fascina- 
tion for  dressing  up  hke  a girl. 

LL:  Ah  ha!  And  now  it 
con  be  told.  When  did 
you  first  discover  this 
attraction? 

K:  I can't  really  recall 
when  I did  it  first,  but  I must 
have  been  around  eight  years 
old.  I may  be  fuzzy  on  the 
year,  but  I do  recall  what 
inspired  me  to  do  it.  I attended  a HaUoween  party  at  school 
(wearing  something  quite  boring,  unfortunately)  when  I 
noticed  another  young  child  there  wearing  a cute  party 
dress,  a blonde  wig  and  a mask.  We  were  all  supposed  to 
guess  who  everyone  was,  but  as  the  afternoon  wore  on, 
nobody  could  place  this  sweet  young  girl.  Finally  we  all 
gave  up  and  she  removed  her  mask,  and  you  guessed  it.  It 


LL:  Hi  Kyra,  welcome  to  your  Profile  Girl  interview. 
K:  I'm  very  excited  to  be  here. 

LL:  Let's  tell  our  readers  right  off  the  bat,  you,  like 
Mike  Meyers  and  Paul  Schaffer,  ore  from  the  Great 
White  North. 

K:  Yes,  I grew  up  in  a small  town  in  Canada  as  a fairly 
average  guy.  ^ 

LL:  Nothing  pecu- 
liar about  you? 

K:  Other  than 
not  being  very  good 
at  sports,  I did  just 


was  a boy. 

LL:  No!  I wonder  if  it  was  his  idea  to  dress  like  a girl? 

K:  It  didn't  seem  so.  My  teacher  was  completely  amazed 
by  it  and  summoned  one  of  her  fellow  teachers  from  another 
classroom  to  come  and  see.  They  both  stood  there  cooing 
and  sighing  over  this  embarrassed  little  boy.  telling  him  over 
and  over  again  how  cute  he  looked.  He  seemed  mortified  by 
the  whole  experience,  but  all  I could  recall  thinking  was 
how  much  I'd  like  to  be  in  his  Mary  Janes.  Wearing  that  cute 
little  dress  looked  like  so  much  fun. 

LL:  And  this  inspiration  led  to... 

K:  At  the  very  next  opportunity  I snuck  one  of  my  older 


sister's  dresses 
out  of  her  clos- 
et, and  a 
young 
cross- 
dresser 
was 
bom. 

LL:  I 
missed 
out  on 
that 
"older  sis- 
ter" thing 
so  you're 
o lucky 
girl  to  hove  a 
cool  wardrobe 
handy. 

K:  Very  lucky 
since  she  was  about 
my  size,  so  that 
provided  me 
with  a regular 
supply  of  femi- 
nine attire.  In  those  days,  I would  usu- 
ally just  sneak  off  by  myself,  hop  into 
a dress  and  cavort  around  for  a few 


minutes  before  quickly  disrobing  and 
returning  the  frilly  garment  to  its  prop- 
er location.  I had  absolutely  no  idea 
why  I did  this  (still  don't,  really),  but  I 
knew  that  I loved  it.  There  was  just 
something  so  right  about  it.  I was 
hooked. 

LL:  Sounds  like  it  was  a really 
fun  time.  But  nothing  lasts  forever. 
When  did  your  sister  leave  home? 

K:  When  she  got  married.  Without 
my  suppher  I was  left  high  and  dry, 
with  nothing  but  my  mother's  rather 
dreary  clothes  to  choose  from.  This, 
coupled  with  the  fact  that  I was  near- 
ing 20  and  feeling  more  "manly"  made 
me  decide  to  hang  up  my  obsession  for 
a while.  With  only  occasional  lapses, 
this  lasted  for  the  next  twenty  or  so 
years. 

LL:  Wow,  twenty  dreary  years  with 
no  femme  fun.  How  did  you  survive? 

K:  Those  "lapses"  helped  me  get 


mirror  after  my  very  fu'st  professional 
make  up  apphcation — I was  complete- 
ly smnned.  I couldn't  beheve  1 could 
actually  look  that  feminine.  If  I'd  only 
known  that,  I would've  taken  my 
CDing  far  more  seriously  at  a much 
younger  age! 

LL:  Girl,  I've  heard  that  before! 
Lot's  of  us  wish  we'd  started  before 
we  needed  ridge  filler  on  our  faces 
instead  of  our  acrylic  nails.  But,  we 
digress.  What  was  your  next  step 
on  the  highway  to  femme  bliss? 

K:  Next,  we  had  to  pick  out  six  dif- 
ferent dresses  for  me  to  wear  that  day. 
What  a heavenly  chore  that  was.  I 
started  off  with  a conservative  green 
dress  with  a pleated  skirt.  It  seemed  to 
suit  the  woman  I was  now  looking  at 
in  the  mirror.  My  makeup  man  zipped 
me  into  it  and  I stepped  into  a pair  of 


altering  day. 

LL:  Life  altering?  Cue 
the  dramatic  music.  Go 
on,  tell  us  about  it  from 
the  beginning. 

K:  I was  nervous  during 
my  first  few  minutes  but  the 
staff  was  so  friendly  and 
accepting  that  I quickly 
began  to  feel  comfortable 
with  the  situation.  After  I 
checked  into  my  room,  I 
changed  into  a bathrobe  and 
headed  back  downstairs  to 
begin  my  much  delayed 
transformation  into  woman- 
hood. 

LL:  Well,  only  20  some 
years  late.  But  at  least 
you  finally  took  the  first 
step. 

K:  That  first  step  was 
makeup,  and  that  alone  was 
a new  experience. 

LL:  You  never  had 

worn  makeup? 

K:  I had  never  ventured 
beyond  my  mother's  lipstick 
so  when  I looked  into  the 


through.  But  then,  last  summer,  the 
dam  finally  burst  in  my  brain  and  I 
knew  that  if  I didn't  get  into  a dress 
soon  I was  going  to  go  completely  stir 
crazy.  I was  losing  sleep  and  my  work 
was  suffering,  so  drastic  action  was 
required. 

LL:  We  like  drastic!  Tell  us! 

K:  Luckily,  through  the  miracle  of 
the  Internet,  I was  aware  of  a dressing 
service  called  Wildside  in  nearby 
Toronto. 

LL:  We  know  it  well. 

K:  I immediately  booked  a transfor- 
mation... no,  a DELUXE  transforma- 
tion. After  all  these  years,  one  dress 
simply  wouldn't  do!  I wanted  SIX  to 
prance  around  in! 

LL:  I take  it  there's  no  need  to 
ask  if  you  enjoyed  yourself? 

K:  It  was  a fabulous,  life 


Ye  5 ^ 


heels  to  complete  the 
look.  When  I gazed  at 
myself  in  the  muTor,  I 
could  hardly  believe  it 
was  me.  And  neither 
could  the  staff!  Even 
they  were  amazed  at 
how  I looked! 

LL:  What  came  next? 

K:  We  went  upstairs 
to  the  lounge  and  I 
cheerfully  posed  for 
some  pictures.  I went 
from  one  girhe  pose  to 
another  and  then  one 


wardrobe  change  to  another. 

I didn't  want  the  afternoon  to 
end!  Long  story  short,  it  was  a 
heavenly  day,  and  1 haven't  looked 
back  since.  My  plans  now  are  to  get  out 
more,  learn  to  do  my  own  makeup  and  just 
have  all  the  fun  1 was  missing  out  on  all  those  lost 
years! 

LL:  Great!  There's  no  time  like  the  present  to  do 
the  things  you  wont  to  do.  Putting  things  off  often 
means  you  never  actually  do  them.  Twenty  years  in 
the  closet  could  hove  been  better  spent.  Do  you  have 
any  clue  why  you  finally  got  the  urge  to  step  out? 

K;  I've  spent  considerable  time  since  last  summer  trying 
to  figure  out  just  what  triggered  the  rebirth  of  my  CDing, 
and  I must  admit  to  being  at  a loss  to  explain  it.  There  does 
seem  to  be  a Midlife  Crisis  aspect  to  it,  as  many  CDs  seem 
to  venture  out  of  their  closets  in  their  early  forties.  In  my 
case,  I think  it  was  further  influenced  by  the  death  of  my 
father  a few  years  earher.  Losing  his  mascuhne  presence  in 
my  life  may  have  made  it  easier  for  my  feminine  side  to 
emerge  without  fear  of  suppression.  Also,  his  death  by  can- 
cer was  a difficult  one,  and  I watched  the  whole  thing  unfold 
from  a close  vantage  point.  I think  this  further  cemented  in 
my  mind  the  idea  that  hfe  was  very  short  and  that  the  time  to 
tmly  become  myself  was  now.  On  a related  note.  I've  asked 


my  mother  since  then  whether  my  father  ever  indulged  in 
any  dressing  himself  She  rephed  in  the  negative.  Apparent- 
ly my  father  was  very  much  a Man's  Man,  although  his  soft 
side  did  emerge  more  as  he  grew  older.  But  he  did  not 
apparently  feel  the  need  to  dress. 

LL:  Any  other  hint  of  genetic  dressing  in  your  family? 

K:  Interestingly,  I know  very  httle  about  my  father's 
father  and  neither  does  my  mother.  She  never  met  him  and 
we  don't  even  have  a photograph  of  him.  My  grandfather 
divorced  my  grandmother  when  my  dad  was  quite  young 
and  was  estranged  from  them.  AU  my  father  would  say 
about  his  parents  relationship  was  that  you  could  cut  the  ten- 
sion between  them  with  a knife.  I bring  this  up  because  it 
has  occurred  to  both  my  mother  and  I that  my  grandfather 
could  have  been  TG.  I have  read  somewhere  that  it  can  skip 
a generation.  I'm  not  sure  I even  beheve  that  it's  genetic, 
however  I mention  this  whole  episode  as  a point  of  inter- 
est. 

LL:  It  could  even  hove  arrived  from  the 
maternal  line,  if  it  is  indeed  hereditary. 

K:  By  the  way,  it  should  become  obvious 
that  I have  come  out  to  my  mother.  It 
was  only  a few  months  ago,  in  fact, 
that  I finally  felt  the  time  was 


right  to  confess. 


L L : 

How  did  it 
come  out? 

K:  She  was 

reading  in  the  paper 
about  a TS  stock  ana- 
lyst and  her  difficul- 
ties in  returning  to 
the  workplace  after 
her  surgery.  My 
mother  read  this 
carefully  and  men- 
tioned to  me  how 


brave  this  person  must  be.  I decided  that  was  my  cue  and  I 
confessed  all. 

LL:  How  did  she  handle  if? 

K:  My  mother  sat  and  listened  with  remarkable  patience 
and  understanding.  She  confessed  that  she'd  always  known 
that  I was  different,  although  she'd  never  suspected  some- 
thing like  this!  My  only  mistake  was  showing  her  some  pho- 
tos of  myself  as  Kyra.  My  mother  handled  it  well  at  the 
time,  but  later  confessed  that  she  found  it  quite  difficult  to 
see  me  made  up  as  a woman.  Since  then.  I've  been  careful 
not  to  let  her  see  me  dressed.  It's  important  to  me  that  she 
knows  the  truth  about  me,  but  I don't  want  to  be  "In  Her 
Face"  about  it. 

LL:  That's  really  the  best  attitude  to  have 
with  anyone  in  your  life.  Many  con  accept  ^ / 
that  their  friend  or  family  member  dresses  § f 
os  a woman  but  if  that  person  insists  on 
being  dressed  when  around  them  it  con 
cause  problems.  Your  mom  may  some- 
day wont  to  meet  Kyra  if  you  don 't 
push.  Trying  to  hold  back  the 
enthusiasm  to  shore  your  femme 
self  is  the  crossdresser's  burden. 

K:  I've  come  to  think  of  myself 
as  a Soul  Explorer  rather  than  a 
transvestite  or  a crossdresser. 

LL:  Why  is  that? 

K:  The  latter  terms  only  refer 
to  the  superficial  outer  transfor- 
mation, but  do  not  actually  address 
the  key  reasons  behind  it.  A so-called 
crossdresser  is  actually  someone  who  is 
attempting  to  explore  the  full  range  of  his 
inner  being.  I think  of  it  as  a piano  key- 
board where  we're  told  early  on  in  life  that 
there  are  simply  some  keys  that  we're  not 
allowed  to  play.  I,  and  others  hke  me,  do  not 
accept  that  judgment  and  prefer  to  hsten  to  our 
inner  voice  which  says  "Play  as  many  keys  as 
you  like." 

LL:  Well  you're  playing  very  nicely  in  the 
key  of  T,  for  femme.  You  should  be  proud  of 
your  achievement. 

K:  I am  but  I fully  realize  that  most  people 
regard  CDing  as  weird  and  deviant  behavior. 

That's  what  makes  it  so  painful  for  me  at 
times,  because  I know  full  well  that  I am  a 
perfectly  normal,  rational  human  being.  I 
am  no  threat  to  children,  animals  or  any- 
thing. In  fact,  they  couldn't  be  in  safer  hands 
than  with  me.  The  funny  thing  is,  if  this  side 


of  my  personality  were  to  disappear  today,  I would  become 
a much  less  likable  person.  All  of  my  good  quahties  seem  to 
come  from  her  - kindness,  compassion,  love,  etc.  Every 
time  I say  something  nice,  it's  actually  "Kyra"  talking.  I 
beheve  there  would  be  fewer  wars  in  the  world  if  more  men 
did  it. 

LL:  Who  could  go  into  battle  in  drab  uniforms  if 
everyone  dressed  up?  And  there  wouldn't  be  time  to 
plan  a battle  campaign  when  there  were  outfits  to  be 
picked  and  makeup  to  be  applied.  It's  hard  to  accept 
that  everything  you  have  learned  about  gender  roles 
is  not  cast  in  stone,  that  men  can  be  feminine  and 
women  can  be  masculine.  When  you  learn  that 
truth  that  is  what  sets  you  free. 

K:  I've  also  learned  that,  in  the  final  analysis,  God 
made  me  the  way  I am,  and  I'm  simply  playing  the 
cards  that  I was  dealt.  Not  that  it's  always  easy,  of 
course.  In  fact,  there  are  days  when  I sincerely  wish  I 
could  give  it  all  up.  Times  when  I long  for  a Cross- 
dressers Anonymous.  "Hi.  My  name  is  Kyra  Kelly 
and  I'm  a CD.  It's  been  thirty-four  days  since  I wore 
my  last  strapless  evening  gown."  (The  support 
group  nods  knowingly  and  gives  me  a polite  hand 
as  they  secretly  hope  that  no  one  notices  their 
panty  hne.) 

LL:  Unfortunately  I think  too  many  cross- 
dressers feel  that  way  and  some  of  the 
"support"  groups  out  there  encourage  it 
with  all  their  cloak  and  dagger  lurking 
around  instead  of  helping  people  get  out  of 
the  closet  and  into  the  world.  It's  the  guilt 
that  you  ore  doing  something  bod  that 
makes  people  wont  to  quit. 

K:  Exactly,  when  I look  deep  within  my 
soul  and  ask  myself  why  I would  hke  to  quit, 
I can  only  come  up  with  one  answer — soci- 
ety. Most  people  don't  approve  of  what  I do, 
therefore  I should  stop.  Fortunately,  I now  have 
many  supportive  fellow  CDs  in  my  hfe  who  say 
the  heck  with  society.  Live  your  life  on  your  own 
terms,  they  tell  me.  And  with  each  passing  day,  I 
find  this  easier  and  easier  to  do. 

LL:  Bravo!  Let's  talk  about  your  creation,  Lexy 
Tranner. 

K:  I've  always  had  two  passions  in  my  hfe:  cartoon- 
ing and  crossdressing.  I've  fulfilled  a lot  of  my  cartoon- 
ing desires,  and  now  I’m  fmally  starting  to  fully  explore 
my  crossdressing  needs  too.  Happily,  Ladylike  has 
now  provided  me  with  an  opportunity  to  combine 
my  interests  into  one — namely,  the  new  Lexy 
Tranner  strip.  It's  no  secret  to  anyone  that  there  is 


a lot  of  humor  in  what  we  do,  so  I'm  hoping  I'll  be 
able  to  work  on  this  for  some  time  to  come.  Under- 
taking other  cartooning  projects  with  a TG  focus  is 
also  something  that  interests  me.  If  anyone  has  a 
project  that  requires  some  artwork,  please  feel  free 
to  contact  me  at  kyra_kelly@yahoo.ca.  Maybe  we 
can  work  something  out. 

LL:  So  whof  is  life  like  now  for  you? 

K:  I make  regular  trips  to  Wildside,  my  dressing 
service  in  Toronto,  and  it's  always  a joy.  It's  such  a 
great  pleasure  to  spend  time  with  people  who  share 
my  interests  and  understand  what  we're  aU  going 
through.  There's  nothing  quite  like  sitting  down  with 
other  CDs  and  discussing  what  makes  us  all  tick. 

LL:  What  kind  of  people  do  you  meet 
there? 


K:  They're  fascinating  in  their  diversity.  I have  yet  to  meet  the 
stereotypical  "Nancy  Boy"  type.  We  are  all  far  from  that.  Among  the 
people  I met  with  are  a geologist,  a retired  Westinghouse  salesman,  a 
computer  technician,  and  an  auto  body  mechanic.  We  seem  to  mn  the 
full  gamut  of  professions  with  no  one  thing  Unking  us  together,  except 
perhaps  a propensity  for  breaking  society's  mles. 

LL:  It  sounds  like  we're  all  gender  outlaws  when  you  soy  it 
that  way. 

K:  And  we're  not  threatening  at  all,  reaUy. 

LL:  I really  love  to  chat  with  GG  ladies.  That's  when  I feel  my 
most  feminine.  Hove  you  had  a chance  to  do  that  yet? 

K:  My  last  visit  to  Wildside  I got  to  speak  to  two  GGs!  One  made 
my  weekend  by  saying  that  I looked  just  like  a real  woman.  I could've 
kissed  her!  She  was  very  understanding  and  a hoot  to  talk  with. 

LL:  Dressing  services  are  all  fine  and  very  useful  in  the  early 
stages  of  a CD's  development  but  there  comes  a time  when 
you  hove  to  spread  your  wings  and  leave  the  nest.  Have  you 
tried  doing  anything  like  that? 

K:  My  confidence  with  my  presentation  is  increasing  with  each 
visit.  Last  time,  I made  two  separate  walks  outside  in  broad  daylight 
and  attracted  no  attention  whatsoever!  It  was  pure  bUss. 

LL:  I think  you'll  find  that  the  more  you  concentrate  on  the 
confidence  port  the  more  accepted  as  a female,  or  at  least  a 
feminine  person,  you  will  be  by  the  public  at  large.  Often  times 
we  obsess  about  getting  our  nails  just  right  or  our  eyeliner  on 
perfectly  when  if  you  look  at  real  women  on  the  street  most  are 
far  from  perfect.  But,  they  don't  act  like  they  ore  about  to  be 
"read"  by  people  as  not  being  a woman.  If  you  adopt  that  atti- 
tude you  can  do  what  you  wont  anywhere. 

But,  the  bottom  of  the  page  is  getting  closer.  Let's  get  back  to 
you.  What  is  your  favorite  thing  about  dressing  up? 


K:  That's  a tough  one  since  I love  everything  about  dressing.  I even 
love  reading  the  designer  labels  on  the  backs  of  my  dresses.  Suzy 
Shier,  Jessica,  Elegance.  The  more  femme,  the  better.  I love  the  feel  of 
a slinky  dress  against  my  nylon  clad  legs, 
the  mb  of  a gold  bracelet  as  it  sUdes  up 
and  down  my  wrist,  the  girlish  sweep  of 
my  long  hair  away  from  my  face.  The  j 
entire  experience  is  one  of  total 
ecstasy. 

LL:  Yep,  you're  hooked  I 
What  are  your  plans  for 
Kyra? 

K;  I honestly  feel  that  I 
have  yet  to  tmly  tap  into 
all  of  the  joys  that  a TG 
lifestyle  can  offer.  The 
next  few  years  should 
be  very  eventful  indeed. 

Right  now.  I'm  having 
the  time  of  my  Ufe ! 


Barbara  Rob^ 
PO  Box  6^/^, 
Baltim^rv,  MD 
212J0-0372 


Jennifer,  Wl 


Laura  uynth 
POMx’^ 


Marsha  Lakey,  FWD  #236\ 


LuLu  Temptress  is  the  hit  of  the  evening  on  Saturday  evening  with  the  Philadelphia  Gay  Mens  Chorus. 


Transgender  2004,  the  International 
Foundation  for  Gender  Education's  18th 
Annual  Conference  is  being  held  in 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  April  1,  2 
and  3,  2004.  Philadelphia  is  a great  cen- 
tral east  coast  location  which  helps 
make  this  a weU  attended  event  by  the 
community  and  helping  professionals. 
In  addition,  the  Greater  Philadelphia 
Chapter  of  the  Renaissance  Educational 
Association  will  be  hosting  this  event. 

The  Convention  opens  on  Wednes- 
day evening  with  a Welcoming  Recep- 
tion in  the  Hotel's  Sports  Bar,  where 
you  can  meet  old  friends  and  make 
new  ones.  The  Progi'am  will  officially 
begin  with  a Plenary  session  on  Thurs- 
day morning  featuring  Vem  L.  Bul- 
lough,  R.N.,  Ph.D.,  on  "Where  We  Are 
Today,  How  We  Got  There,  and  Where 
We  Are  Going  - Progress  and  Prob- 
lems and  Predictions."  This  session 
includes  words  of  welcome  by  Moon- 
hawk  Stone,  IFGE  Board  Chairperson 


and  the  Co-Chairs  of  the  convention, 
S.  Kristine  James  and  Alison  Laing. 

The  2004  program  has  several 
themes,  one  of  which  is  the  issues  of 
trans  youth.  A special  plenary  will  be 
presented  on  Saturday,  April  3,  by  par- 
ticipants of  PPL  AG  (Parents  and 
Priends  of  Lesbian  and  Gay.)  PFLAG 
some  time  ago  expanded  its  mission  to 
include  both  Bi  and  Trans  persons  and 
is  seeing  a great  interest  in  the  con- 
cerns and  issues  of  Trans  Youth  at  this 
time.  There  are  other  sessions  relating 
to  youth 
such  as 
"The  Plight 
of  TG 
Youth,  the 
Parents  and 
the  Thera- 
pist " by  Dr. 

Sandra 
S a m o n s , 

"What  It's 


Like  Transitioning  in  School"  , "Trans 
Famihes"  by  Dr.  Michelle  Angelo,  and 
"A  Case  Study  of  a 5 Year  Old  MtF" 
by  Dr.  Melanie  Spritz. 

Workshops,  plenaries,  discussion 
groups  and  entertainment  are  planned 
to  cover  all  aspects  of  our  diverse  com- 
munity, whether  you  are  a crossdresser, 
transgendered.  transsexual,  drag  queen, 
MtF,  FtM,  trans  youth  or  just  some  one 
who  admires  trans  people.  Of  special 
interest  to  crossdressers  may  be  ses- 
sions such  as  Lacey  Leigh's  "Seven 
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Join  Hawk  Stone,  IFGE  Chair,  for  a networking 
lunch. 


Secrets  of  Successful  Crossdressers,"  and  "Characteristic 
Structures  in  Crossdressers'  Families  of  Origin"  presented  by 
B.J.Seymour,  A.C.S.W.  In  addition,  we  have  two  make  up 
artists  doing  presentations,  Susie  Paris  and  Kalina  Isoto.  New 
this  year  is  "Trans  Admirers"  presented  by  Dr.  Michelle 
Angelo  which  may  be  of  interest  to  some  Trans  persons  as 
well  as  admirers.  There  is  also  a session  on  "Permanent  and 
Temporary  Hair  Removal"  by  Jackie  Quackenbush. 

For  those  interested  in  surgery,  we  are  pleased  to  have  pre- 
sentations by  Dr.  Douglas  Ousterhout,  on  "Facial  Feniiniza- 
tion  Surgery",  Dr.  Eugene  Strang,  on  MtF  procedures,  Dr. 
David  Osted  on  feminizing  facial  surgery,  breast  reduction, 
and  breast  enlargement,  and  Dr.  Toby  Meltzer  on  MtF  and 
FtM  surgical  procedures.  Dr.  Marci  Bowers,  the  first  TG  GRS 
surgeon  will  present  "GRS  for  the  21st  Century." 

Spouses  and  couples  should  find  excellent  programs  of 
interest  by  Dr.  Sandra  Cole,  who  will  have  a number  of  ses- 
sions. Other  topics  for  family  relations  include  "Osbo's 
Bridge  Club",  a topic  oriented  group  therapy,  by  Drs.  Mau- 
reen Osborne  and  Michelle  Angelo,  and  "Transgender 
Elders"  by  Hawk  Stone  and  Jude  Patton. 

Several  of  the  program  sessions  relate  to  newly  published 
books  which  include  Helen  Boyd's  "My  Husband  Betty,"  Mari- 
ette  Allen's  "Gender  Frontier",  Dr.  Richard  Docter's  biography 
of  Virginia  Prince,  and  a special  publication  with  a collection  of 
autobiographies  edited  by  Drs.  Vem  L.  BuUough  and  Ariadne 
Kane.  A wine  and  cheese  book  signing  and  Winslow  Street 


Denise  LeClair,  Executive  Director  of  I EG  E,  mans  the  lEGE 
Bookstore  which  will  be  open  for  the  entire  convention.  A 
book  signing  will  be  held  on  Friday  afternoon  for  many  new 

books. 


Fund  reception  will  be  scheduled  for  Friday  afternoon. 

There  are  sessions  for  the  pohtical  activist  presented  by 
Mara  Keisling  and  Lisa  Mottet,  as  well  as  Riki  Ann 
Wilchins.  John  Burt  will  present  a session  on  "Justice 
Expected  and  Exacted."  Professor  Wally  Bacon,  will  present 
"The  Politics  of  Gender  Identity"  which  will  contain  some 
of  the  results  of  his  recent  survey.  "Transgender  Veteran 
Issues"  will  be  addressed  by  Monica  Helms. 

Thursday  evening,  those  who  take  the  optional  dinner- 
show  evening  at  Lily  Langtry's  will  be  well  rewarded  with 
both  a good  meal  as  well  as  a great  show.  Friday  evening 
will  spothght  Kate  Bomstein  in  a dramatic  yet  fun  filled 
evening  performance.  Kate  will  also  present  workshops  on 
"Performing  Arts"  during  the  day  on  Thursday  and  Friday. 
Saturday  evening  will  close  with  the  a Grand  Banquet  fol- 


Cathy  Andrews,  IFGE  BOD,  is  only  one  of  many  experienced  and 

professionals. 

lowed  by  a concert  with  the  Philadelphia  Gay  Men's  Choms. 

With  over  60  sessions  by  nearly  50  different  experts  pre- 
senting them,  there  is  no  way  we  can  highlight  each  of  them 
in  this  space.  A complete,  though  tentative,  schedule  of  the 
programs  and  evening  events  is  available  on  the  IFGE  con- 
vention web  site  at  [www.ifge.org]. 

During  lunch,  each  day,  various  awards  will  be  made. 

These  include  the  T-Self  scholarship  awards  and  Winslow 
Street  Fund  awards  made  to  both  individuals,  as  well  as 
organizations.  Most  notable  are  the  annual  Trinity  awards  on 
Friday  and  the  Virginia  Prince  Award  on  Saturday.  While  the 
days  of  this  conference  are  filled  with  many  serious  and  pro- 
found topics,  the  evenings  are  meant  for  relaxation  and  net- 
working. This  is  a conference  of  learning  about  our  selves 
and  getting  to  know  others. 

If  you  want  to  know  more  about  this  community  and 
the  Transgender  phenomena,  meet  leaders,  make  new 
friends  and  have  a great  refreshing  experience,  go  to  the 
IFGE  web  site  at  IFGE.ORG,  click  on  the  Convention 
banner,  or  to  be  placed  on  the  mailing  list,  send  an  email  to 
convention@IFGE.ORG  with  your  complete  mailing 
information,  or  call  Kristine  James  at  Cioe  Enterprises, 

P6 10-759- 1761,  fax:  610-759-0223,  P O Box  61,  Easton, 

PA  18044.  A 


Kate  (>'MaWey 
T4  Bratulywint 


Brielle^  NJ 


08730 


The  drunken 


FWD  #3903 


Roberta  Baker 
PO  Box  284 
Utica,  NY 
13503-0284 
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Ladies, 

create  the  fabulous 
styles  of  classic  beauties 
with  a look  that  sizzles! 

Enjoy  the  style  and  elegance 
of  living  in  our  world  of  beauty. 

-Color  coordinated  makeup  kits  for 
specific  skin  types 
-Makeup  and  styling  tips 
-Jewelry  & makeup  accessories 
-Rx  "effective"  skin  care  creams 
-topical  anesthetic,  skin  lightner 


https://www.tgcosmetics.com 

Secure  SSL  Shopping  - Confidential  - Plain  Packaging 
AMEX/VISA/MASTERCARD/DISCOVER  - FAX  ORDERS  AVAILABLE 
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Barbara  Ellis,  FWD  #4020, 
barbieboy49@hotmail.com 


Stephanie  Lane, 
c/o  Sean  Briscoe, 
21  Riverside  Ave., 
Norwalk,  CT 
06850 
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Please  bear  with  an  old  crossdresser  as 
she  reminisces  about  her  life  in  pumps.  If 
you've  heard  any  of  these  stories — don't 
stop  me!  I was  prompted  to  put  down 
some  of  my  adventures  by  response  to 
my  Profile  in  #54.  There  were  a variety  of  photos  from 
various  stages  in  my  life  and  style  included  with  the 
article.  I had  provided  the  layout  department  with 
cute  captions  for  each  one  but  somehow  in  the  mad 
rush  to  get  the  thing  to  the  printer  the  captions  got  left 
out.  Even  without  them  I think  you  can  tell  which  pic- 
tures were  from  my  formative  years  and  which  were 
taken  later  on. 

At  the  bottom  of  page  20  in  that  issue  there  is  a shot 
of  me  with  another  lady  (Penny?)  and  I'm  actually 
wearing  a disco  headband.  My  God!  The  things  we 
wear  when  we're  young  and  foolish.  That  is  about  the 
earliest  photo  of  me  in  the  piece.  It  was  taken  at  a 
Pocono  weekend  run  by  Joyce  Dewhurst.  Joyce 
passed  away  a few  years  after  that  and  a Miss  JoAnn 
Roberts  took  over  the  event. 

At  that  time  in  my  life  I was  a very  closeted  CD.  No 
one  in  my  straight  life  knew  that  I dressed  up  except 
my  gal-pal  Jayne,  who  is  pictured  in  the  photo  just 
above  the  one  with  the  disco  headband.  (We  wore 
matching  outfits  to  a CD  group  meeting.  How  cute.) 
The  burden  of  keeping  my  dressing  desires  secret  was 
really  taking  it's  toll  at  that  time.  I needed  to  meet  oth- 
ers like  me  and  1 believe  that  weekend  was  my  first 
time  out  at  any  kind  of  event.  (The  early  years  are 
fuzzy  and  I don't  mean  fuzzy  sweaters.)  All  the  way  to 
the  hotel  my  heart  beat  double  time.  (A  two  hour 
drive.)  As  soon  as  I checked  in  I ran  to  my  room,  got 
dressed  and  didn't  wear  male  clothes  again  till  Sun- 
day afternoon.  (Several  of  us  missed  breakfast  every 
morning  since  we  had  to  have  everything  put  together 
just  perfect  and  couldn't  get  out  of  the  room  soon 
enough  to  eat.) 

At  that  time,  I was  so  into  it  I could  even  get  excited 
about  my  feet  being  sore,  since  they  had  gotten  that 
way  from  wearing  women's  shoes!  The  pain  of  losing 
a fake  nail  was  balanced  by  the  bliss  of  realizing  that  I 


was  wearing  fake  nails — ^just  like  a girl — 
that  I could  lose. 

But,  no  one  other  than  Jayne  knew 
about  my  dressing.  When  I did  start  to 
attend  a CD  party  in  South  Jersey  (where 
the  matching  outfit  shot  and  the  parasol 
shot  were  taken)  I had  to  come  up  with 
an  excuse  as  to  why  I was  not  around 
that  weekend  every  month.  I would  get 
serious  worries  that  someone  would 
invite  me  to  something  on  the  night  of  a party  and 
being  unable  to  say,  "No,  I have  a crossdressing  party 
to  go  to"  I didn't  know  what  to  say.  Of  course,  if 
you're  not  being  dragged  down  by  a giant  burden  of 
guilt  spiced  with  a big  helping  of  paranoia  you  can 
just  say,  "No  thanks,  I have  plans  that  weekend."  In 
my  paranoid  state  I knew  that  if  I said  that,  the  person 
I was  talking  to  would  strap  me  to  a chair  and  give  me 
the  third  degree  until  I confessed  my  deviant  weekend 
fun.  Of  course  not.  They  would  have  said  they  were 
sorry  I couldn't  come  and  that  would  be  that. 

One  time  business  associates  did  invite  me  and  my 
then  current  girlfriend  to  a Halloween  party  on  the 
same  night  that  I was  going  to  go  to  a CD  Halloween 
party.  That  dilemma  almost  made  my  brain  melt.  (My 
eyelashes  curled  from  the  heat  but  that  was  a good 
thing.)  I resolved  the  conflict  by  going  to  both  par- 
ties— in  different  costumes.  Even  then  I was  afraid 
that  the  business  associates  would  ask  what  party  I 
was  leaving  to  attend.  (They  didn't.)  We  arrived  at  the 
first  party  with  me  dressed  as  a jinn,  that's  a male 
genie  ya  know,  with  a turban  and  big  mustache.  My 
girlfriend  was  a harem  girl.  To  my  surprise  a couple 
of  the  guys  at  the  party  were  dressed  in  drag.  (Bad 
drag  in  one  case  and  not  too  bad  in  the  other.)  Both 
of  those  guys  didn't  have  any  problems  of  the  kind 
we  CDs  usually  suspect  will  occur  when  we're  in  the 
throes  of  paranoia. 

After  a suitable  hour  or  two  of  hanging  around  we 
jumped  in  the  car,  drove  like  the  wind  to  New  Jersey 
and  arrived  at  the  CD  party.  Quickly  dashing  for  the 
bedroom  I gave  the  jinn  costume,  including  the  mus- 
tache, to  my  girlfriend  and  I jumped  into  a dress,  fixed 
my  face  and  we  were  ready  to  mingle.  I have  to  admit 
the  night  was  fun  but  it  really  was  a huge  effort,  all  to 
avoid  some  kind  of  persecution  that,  from  my  obser- 
vation of  the  treatment  of  the  two  guys  who  went  to 
the  first  party  in  drag,  would  not  have  materialized.  I 
could  have  worn  my  dress  to  the  first  party  and  save  a 
lot  of  gasoline. 

We  get  so  wrapped  up  sometimes  in  "what  might 
happen"  that  we  don't  let  anything  happen.  When 


people  in  this  community  are  so  paranoid  about 
discovery  that  they  only  use  a last  initial  how  are 
we  going  to  discover  all  the  joys  of  being  who  we 
are?  (Really  girls,  you  "initial"  people — please  pick 
a fake  last  name.  The  initial  is  so  seamy  sounding, 
like  a Victorian  sex  novel  character.)  Take  a look 
around  and  you  will  see  that  the  general  public  is 
now  aware  of  crossdressers.  We're  all  over  televi- 
sion and  movies.  Even  if  no  one  understands  our 
motivations  they  don't  panic  when  they  run  into 
one  of  us  at  a bar  or  restaurant. 

And  forget  the  public,  how  about  people  who 
are  too  timid  and  scared  to  go  to  a TG  group  meet- 
ing? I know  it's  hard  the  first  time  but  you  really 
have  nothing  to  fear  and  everything  to  gain  by 
going  to  a meeting.  Maybe  some  are  afraid  that  the 
flood  gate  will  open  and  they  won't  be  able  to  stop 
dressing?  That  does  happen  to  an  extent  when  you 
get  your  first  taste  of  freedom,  but  in  time  it  settles 
down  and  you  achieve  a balance  in  your  life.  In 
any  event,  if  you  keep  it  bottled  up  and  let  your 
fear  rule  you,  you  will  never  know  what  your  gen- 
der balance  truly  is  and  that  is  a sad  thing. 

That's  enough  rumination  for  this  issue.  Dig  in 
and  enjoy  LL  #56!  -A 
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Pfie  greater  PfiiCacCefplita  Chapter,  ^naissance,  Invites  Abu  to: 


Transgender  2004 
April  1,  2 and  3,  2004 

International  Foundation  for  Gender  Educations  Inc's 
18th  Annual  Conference  and  Trans  Youth  Conference 
Philadelphia  Airport  Hilton 


Featuring: 

^59  New  workshops 

^5  new  programs  for  Trans  Youth  and  Parents 
^4  programs  for  Spouses 
1 8 Programs  for  Crossdressers 
^48  Internationally  known  workshop  leaders 
^Several  Sessions  for  Trans- Admirers  and  those 
that  love  them 

^5  Surgeons  presenting  on  SRS  and  cosmetic 
Surgery 


Plenary  Speakers: 

Thursday:  Dr.  Vem  'QwXow^-Where  Are  today. 
How  we  got  there  and  where  do  I think  we  are 
going. 

Saturday:  Debbie  Weil,  PFLAG,  Looking  at  the 
Issues  of  Trans  Youth  and  Their  Parents 

Entertainment: 

Friday:  the  Hilarious  Kate  Bomstein 
Road  Show 

Saturday:  Philadelphia  Gay  Men's 
Chorus. 


For  complete  program  information,  schedule  and  presenter  biographies,  go  to  IFGE.ORG/Conventions,  or  contact  S.  Kristine  James, 
Cioe  Enterprises,  P 0 Box  61,  Easton,  PA  18044, 610-759-1761,  Fax:  610-759-0223,  e-mail;  Convention@IFGE.ORG  to  be  placed 

on  the  mailing  list. 


If  you  read  my  col- 
umn last  issue,  then 
you're  well  on  the  way 
to  getting  a beautifully 
contoured  foundation 
look  for  your  face.  If 
you  didn't  read  it,  just 
be  aware  that  I know 
who  you  are  and  where 
you  live! 

This  issue  we'll 
focus  on  eyes.  All 
over  the  magazines 
and  runways  this 
year,  women  are 
sporting  smoldering  eyes. 
Getting  the  smoky  eye  can  be 
a challenge,  but  if  you  follow 
these  steps,  and  practice  a lit- 
tle you  should  be  setting 
men's  hearts  ablaze  in  no 
time.  You  can  use  shades  of 
brown,  grey  or  black,  stay 
away  from  blue  hues;  they  can 
make  you  look  like  you  have 
under  eye  circles.  We'll  go  for 
a brown  look  here. 

1.  When  applying  your 
foundation,  be  sure  and  put  a 
bit  on  your  eyelids  (see  fig.  1). 
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This  will  give  you  a nice  even 
base  on  which  to  apply  your 
shadows.  You  can  also  use  an 
eye  shadow  base,  or  primer. 
Whichever  way  you  go,  be 
sure  to  apply  translucent  pow- 
der so  that  the  finish  will  not 
"grab"  at  your  shadows  as  you 
blend  them. 

2.  Before  applying  color  to 
your  lids,  apply  a generous 
amount  of  translucent  powder 
on  your  cheek  just  below  each 
eye.  If  you  drop  color  as  you 
are  applying  shadow,  it  will 
collect  on  this  powder  and  you 
will  be  able  to  just  brush  it 
away  with  a powder  brush 
afterward.  If  you  have  a fair 
amount  of  lines  and  creases 
under  your  eye,  you  may  not 
want  to  apply  powder  since  it 
will  collect  in  the  creases  and 
emphasize  them.  Instead,  take 
a folded  tissue  and  hold  it 
beneath  your  eye  while  you 
apply  the  colors. 

3.  Next,  apply  a neutral 
color  of  shadow,  something 
like  M.A.C.'s  Shroom  or 
Mylar,  from  the  lash  line  all 
the  way  up  to  your  brow.  If 
you  want  a less  dramatic  look, 
stop  at  the  top  of  the  crease 
(see  fig  2).  To  lessen  the 


fig.  2 


amount  of  drift,  press  the  color 
into  your  lid  rather  than  brush- 
ing it  on.  Then,  use  your  brush 
to  blend  it  out. 


4.  Now,  it's  time  for  a little 
contouring.  Take  a medium 
brown  or  taupe  shade  like 
M.A.C.'s  Soba  or  Coquette 
and,  starting  mid  crease, 
blend  outward  and  then  down 
at  the  corner  of  your  eye  to 
the  lash  line  forming  a "v" 
shape.  This  contouring  should 
extend  a little  over  halfway 
across  in  the  crease,  and 
about  one  third  of  the  way 


fig.  3 


along  your  lash  line  (see  fig  3). 
Be  sure  to  blend  the  shades  so 
that  there  is  no  visible  line 
between  them. 

5.  After  contouring,  high- 
light the  brow  bone.  Brush  a 
shade  like  M.A.C.'s  Vellum  or 
Forgery  along  the  brow  bone. 


fig.  4 


and  down  to  the  inside  corner 
of  your  eye  (see  fig  4).  For  a 
less  dramatic  look,  stop  at  the 
top  of  the  crease  and  do  not 
continue  down  onto  the  lid. 

6.  Now  line  your  lid  along 
the  upper  lashes.  Take  a dark 
brown  shade  of  pencil  like 


M.A.C.'s  Coffee  or  any  other 
soft  dark  brown  pencil  and 
draw  a line  from  the  center  of 
your  upper  lid  to  the  inside 


corner.  Then,  return  to  the 
center  and  draw  a line  to  the 
outside  corner  of  they  eye  (see 
fig.  5).  Stay  as  close  to  the  lash 
line  as  you  can,  and  go  from  a 
very  thin  line  on  the  inside 
corner  to  a thicker  line  at  the 
outside  corner.  After  drawing 
the  line  go  back  and  dot  pen- 
cil in  between  the  lashes  at 
their  base  to  ensure  no  gap 
between  liner  and  lashes. 

7.  To  really  bring  about  the 
smoky  effect,  now,  go  back 
over  the  line  that  you  drew 
with  a dark  brown  shade  like 
M.A.C's  "Brun"  or  "Smut".  Use 


a slanted  shadow  brush  or  a 
pointed  liner  or  smudge  brush. 
Blend  this  darker  shade  up 
away  from  the  lash  line  onto 
the  lid  area  (see  fig.  6).  This 
shadow  will  not  only  give  you 


the  smoky  look  you  want,  but 
it  will  also  help  the  liner  stay 
in  place.  Continue  blending 
until  you  have  gotten  the 
desired  look.  It  might  take 
some  practice  for  you  to  get  it 
just  the  way  you  want  it. 

8.  To  continue  the  effect, 
take  the  liner  pencil  and  draw 
a fine  line  along  your  lower 
lashes.  Continue  this  line  for 


one  third  to  one  half  the 
length  of  the  lower  lash  line. 
Once  again,  go  back  and  dot 
the  pencil  in  between  each  of 
the  lashes  (see  fig.  7). 

9.  As  you  did  with  the  upper 


fig.  8 


lash  line,  now,  go  back  over 
the  lower  line  with  the  dark 
brown  shade  and  blend  it 
down  and  out  until  you  get 
the  desired  effect  (see  fig.  8).  It 
is  especially  important  along 
the  lower  lashes  to  start  with  a 
small  amount  of  liner  and 
shadow,  and  add  on  as  need- 
ed. It's  much  easier  to  add  on 
than  it  is  to  try  and  take  away 


color  that's  already  on  your 
face. 

10.  Finish  your  look  with 
two  coats  of  mascara  on  your 
upper  lashes,  and  one  light 
coat  on  your  lower  lashes. 

For  extra  drama  add  a set  of 
false  eyelashes  to  your  upper 
lid.  You  don't  know  how  to 
apply  false  eyelashes?  It's  easy. 

1.  Use  the  $3  kind  you  can 
get  at  the  drug  or  discount  store. 
They  are  every  bit  as  good  as 
the  ones  you  can  pay  $10  to 
$15  for  at  the  cosmetics  count- 
er. You  will  also  need  lash  adhe- 
sive and  a blunt  stick;  try  using 
the  handle  end  of  one  of  your 
smaller  makeup  brushes. 

2.  First  check  the  lash  for 
size  with  your  own  lashes. 
Trim  excess  as  needed  from 
the  narrower  end  of  the  lash. 

3.  Apply  a thin  line  of  adhe- 
sive to  the  base  of  the  false 
lash.  Let  the  adhesive  cure  for 
a few  seconds. 

4.  Place  the  base  of  the  false 
lash  as  close  as  you  can  to  the 
base  of  your  upper  lashes. 

5.  Use  the  blunt  stick  to 
push  the  lashes  snug  up 
against  your  lid. 

6.  If  you  are  adding  false 
lashes,  wait  until  after  you 
have  applied  them  to  use  your 
mascara,  but  let  the  adhesive 
dry  for  a minute  or  so  before 
stroking  it  on.  The  mascara 
will  help  to  blend  the  false 
lashes  with  your  own,  and  will 
provide  continuity  of  color. 

As  with  all  things,  practice 
makes  perfect.  Don't  be  afraid 
to  experiment.  It's  makeup.  If 
you  don't  get  it  right  the  first 
time,  just  wipe  it  off  and  try 
again.  Above  all,  have  fun 
with  it!  -k 


A Voyeurs  Voyage 
Hands  Solo 
Darkness 
embraces  aberrant 
behavior.  I hear  a 
syncopated  bass 
line  counter- 
u n c h i n g 
h o r d s 
played  in 
a minor 
key.  I 
a m 

t r a n s - 
formed  and 
watch  as 

shadows  from 
my  body  ghde  across  the  wall.  I turn 
on  the  video  and  feel  the  lens  call  out 
my  name.  My  love  is  all  locked  up 
inside  and  ! feel  the  need  to  express 
myself.  Tall,  sheer,  vintage,  dark  stock- 
ingtops  tethered  to  satin  & lace- 
trimmed  garters  hck  the  hairlessness  of 
my  ‘sex’  and  I feel  a burning  in  my 
delta.  Diaphanous  lingerie  shrouds 
nylon  encased  legs,  holding  me  in  a 
sweet  caress. 

The  sensation  is  intoxicating.  I feel 
exponentially  more  feminine  with  each 
beat  of  the  music.  I pinch  my  nipples, 
swaying  to  a heathen  rhythm.  I eagerly 
anticipate  making  love  to  myself  while 
watching  my  reflection  in  the  mirror. 
I’m  a naked  heat  machine.  My  thighs 
are  teased  and  taunted  by  my  stock- 
ings. The  arches  of  my  feet  are  moist 
from  the  perspiration  inside  my  stiletto 
heels.  I smell  my  sexual  juices  brew- 
ing. I inhale  deeply.  I’m  a creature  of 
love  that  can’t  be  tamed! 

Slowly  massaging  my  hairless  sex 
and  stroking  the  soft  skin  masked  by 
stockingtops,  my  soul  enters  electric 
ladyland.  I have  no  minor  vices.  I 
yearn  to  please  myself.  My  soul  aches 


# 20 


e 


for  relief  and  my  firm,  fleshy  posterior 
quakes.  I finally  climax  and  feel  the 
current  ripple  up  the  backs  of  my 
seamed  stockings  until  it  meets  the 
fresh  wetness  from  my  delta. 

My  eyes  dilate.  The  veins  in  my 
temples  throb.  I feel  shghtly  faint  and 
gasp  momentarily  for  a breath  of  air.  A 
natural  organic  scent  fills  the  air.  I 
touch  myself,  coating  my  fingertips 
with  warm,  creamy  fluid  as  I bmsh  it 
across  my  hps.  My  tongue  laps  up  this 
love  cocktail  as  it  mixes  lipstick  with 
saliva  for  good  measure.  I swallow 
hard  and  feel  nirvana. 

This  rituahstic  behavior  is  an  evolu- 
tion in  a voyage  begun  when  I reached 
puberty.  It  started  with  furious  mastur- 
bation while  wearing  my  mothers’ 
nylons  and  open  bottomed  girdle.  Back 
then,  I felt  so  alone,  so  perverted.  Was  I 
the  only  one  in  the  world  that  did  this! 
Why  me?  What  had  I done  to  become 
so  morally  defective?  Was  I commit- 
ting a sin?  If  so,  it  must  be  one  that  was 
so  bad. . . because  it  didn’t  even  have  a 
name!  Why  did  I hunger  to  become  a 
girl?  Why  was  I so  sexually  aroused  at 
the  simple  thought?  Why  did  I practice 
feminine  gestures  in  the  mirror  while 
locked  in  the  bathroom?  Why  was 
playing  with  the  girls  after  school 
becoming  such  a compulsive  activity? 

I would  mn  to  confession  and  teU 
the  priest  what  I had  done,  what  I felt 
inside...  and  I would  be  pleasantly  sur- 
prised at  receiving  a relatively  light 
‘penance’ . I grew  to  accept  myself  and 
cater  to  my  desires.  I grew  to  under- 
stand myself  and  pursue  my  spiritual 
needs.  I felt  an  internal  obhgation  to 
explore  and  develop  this  inner  self. 

These  sohtary  experiences  served 
me  as  a child,  however  as  an  adult,  this 
ritual  was  becoming  superficial.  I 
longed  for  deeper  meaning. 

I searched  the  Internet,  reading  arti- 
cles dealing  with  gender  identity  disor- 
der. I did  not  feel  that  I had  a gender 
dysfunction.  I simply  longed  to 


explore  my  lesbian  sensibilities  in 
more  than  just  ‘academic  abstract’.  I 
was  flesh  and  bone  and  wanted  a 
mutual  hpstick  lesbian  haison. 

I joined  a gender  club  and  attended 
monthly  meetings  and  social  events.  I 
estabhshed  platonic  relationships  within 
the  gender  community.  With  much  ini- 
tial timidity,  I ventured  out  on  my  own 
to  lesbian  dance  clubs,  meeting  a num- 
ber of  other  “Lisa’s”  that  just  happened 
to  be  bom  with  a Georgia  O’Keefe. 

I had  coveted  my  initial  visits  to  the 
ladies  room,  savoring  each  womb-hke 
squat  onto  the  porcelain  throne.  I 
enjoyed  mbbing  my  stocking  clad 
ankle  up  against  another  girls’ . . . who 
happened  to  be  seated  in  the  stall  next 
to  me...  while  we  exchanged  niceties 
about  our  mutual  love  of  hosiery.  I 
loved  hpstick  tube  conversations  in 
front  of  the  mirror.  My  pulse  would 
quicken  when  I spotted  a girl  who  did- 
n’t mind  the  fact  that  inevitably  one 
stall  would  be  missing  a door.  I would 
watch  her  release  and  then  renew  her- 
self in  full  view  of  her  sisters. 

It  was  nice  being  a tourist  but  it 
would  be  nicer  to  be  a participant. 

Spooning 

It  was  a cold  Midwestern  January 
evening  and  I had  a dinner  date  with  a 
T-Girl  friend  who  was  also  a member  of 
the  gender  club  I had  joined.  We  were 
simply  going  out  to  a ‘simpatico’  restau- 
rant that  advertised  in  the  Chicago  Pink 
Pages.  She  met  me  at  my  hotel  room  to 
save  some  drive  time.  I wrapped  myself 
in  my  black  three-quarter  length  coat 
and  hoped  that  I didn’t  have  to  trek 
through  any  snow  banks  while  wearing 
my  black  Victoria’s  Secret  ultra  sheer 
thigh  high  stockings  with  black  suede 
Mary  Jane  pumps. 

We  were  seated  in  a relatively  inti- 
mate setting  at  a candle  lit  table.  We 
ordered  wine  and  chatted  throughout 
dinner  and  desert.  The  evening  went 
without  incident  and  the  lot  attendant 
wished  us  ladies  a ‘good  evening' . The 


attendant  asked  me  on  the  side  if  I had 
a boyfriend.  I answered,  “No,  just  a 
girlfriend,”  and  then  shyly  smiled 
back.  We  drove  back  to  my  hotel  and  I 
asked  my  T-Girl  date  if  she  would  like 
to  stop  up  to  my  room  for  awhile?  I 
was  delighted  when  she  said,  “Yes.” 

We  removed  our  overcoats  and 
complained  about  the  seasonal  weath- 
er. I helped  her  slide  off  her  red  wool 
overcoat  then  shd  out  of  my  black  one. 
The  room  felt  warm  and  inviting.  1 
turned  off  all  overhead  and  task  light- 
ing but  left  the  sconces  on  that  ht  either 
side  of  the  bed. 

My  friend  was  just  starting  hormone 
therapy.  She  stood  in  front  of  the  mirror 
and  admired  the  feminine  shape  of  her 
hips  but  lamented  that  her  breasts  were 
starting  to  swell,  lactating  occasionally 
and  as  a result,  had  just  started  to  ache 
from  the  HRT.  She  commented  about 
loving  the  feeling  of  her  skin  since  she 
started  on  hormones;  so  feminine,  so 
soft!  I couldn’t  help  but  agree. 

Instinctively,  I started  to  stroke  her 
forearms  as  I told  her  she  looked  so 
feminine.  We  both  sat  down  on  the 
edge  of  the  queen  sized  bed.  We  stared 
into  each  others  eyes  for  what  seemed 
like  an  eternity  before  I blurted  out,  “If 
I don’t  hold  you  in  my  arms  very  soon 
I’m  going  to  jump  right  out  of  my 
skin”!  Before  I heard  any  potential 
objection,  I put  my  arms  around  her 
shoulders  and  brought  my  lips  down 
firmly  upon  hers.  Lipstick  met  lipstick 
and  I felt  our  tongues  shp  and  slide  in 
each  other's  mouth.  She  tasted  lovely 
and  her  deep  brown  eyes  glowed  with 
intensity.  It  seemed  so  natural. 

Sam  Smiles 

Hall  & Oates  played  on  the  radio  as 
she  said  tentatively,  “I’m  still  pre-op,  I 
haven’t  had  the  operation  yet”.  She 
added  that  she  wasn’t  sure  if  she  would 
have  it,  that  her  plan  at  the  moment 
was  to  live  full  time,  stay  on  hormones 
and  remain  ‘non-op’  for  the  foresee- 
able future.  I said  “I  know  you’re  pre- 


op and  it’s  OK”,  adding  that  I didn’t 
care  about  the  size  of  her  clitoris.  We 
eased  back  on  the  bed  and  I could  feel 
her  stockings  bmshing  up  against 
mine.  We  slid  off  our  heels  and  let 
them  drop  to  the  floor.  She  moaned  as 
we  mbbed  up  against  one  another.  We 
continued  to  kiss  and  talk  about  our 
lesbian  feehngs.  Our  dresses  became 
entangled  around  our  waists.  I glanced, 
enjoying  the  view  of  her  floral  panties 

1 reached  to  stroke  her  thighs  and  to 
kiss  her  stockingtops.  I let  my  hand 
bmsh  against  the  cotton  panel  of  her 
panties  and  listened  while  she  inhaled 
deeply.  I ran  my  fingertips  across  her 
pantied  pubic  mound  and  tugged  on 
her  elastic  waistband  so  her  ‘sex’  could 
be  gently  massaged  by  the  floral  nylon. 
She  admitted  that  it  really  felt  good, 
adding  that  she  didn’t  normally  “do 
this”  on  a dinner  date  with  a friend. 

I finally  felt  her  hardness  through  the 
prison  cell  that  was  her  panties.  I 
reached  for  her  waistband  and  she  Uifed 
her  hips.  Sliding  nylon  down  against 
nylon,  I liberated  her  panties  and  stroked 
the  full  length  of  her  legs.  I could  smeU 
the  scent  of  perfume  rising  from  the 
warmth  of  her  naked  Delta  of  Venus. 
She  was  shaved,  erect  and  upturned  at 
the  tip.  I mentioned  something  about 
having  to  buy  her  a “merkin”!  She 
laughed  and  said  she  loathed  pubic  hair 
and  had  shaved  and  plucked  at  it  for 
years.  Meanwhile,  my  lipstick  smeared 
the  periphery  of  her  mushroom. 

I removed  my  panties  and  she 
remarked  that  I was  also  shaved!  We 
talked  for  a moment  about  the  incredi- 
ble feeling  of  wearing  panties  every 
day  and  its  effect  on  our  hairless  ‘sex’ 
whenever  we  crossed  our  legs.  Our 
delta’s  converged.  I could  feel  wetness 
on  her  prepubescent  mound  and  we 
luxuriated  in  the  friction  caused  by  our 
slipping  and  sliding  in  harmony. 

I found  moisturizing  lotion  in  the 
bathroom  and  giggled  as  it  drizzled  and 
dripped  down  her  midsection.  So  cold. 


creamy  and  refreshing,  I cupped  her 
‘sex’  with  both  of  my  hands  end  to  end 
and  began  moving  them  together  in  uni- 
son in  an  even  rhythm.  Her  eyes  starred 
into  distant  space  and  her  body  bucked 
with  involuntary  motion.  First  her  legs, 
then  her  hips. . . she  held  her  breasts  and 
mbbed...  the  pleasure,  the  pain.  Her 
hands  pulled  at  the  sides  of  her  bmnette 
hair  and  she  gasped  “Oh”...  while 
warm  creaminess  spewed  from 
between  my  fingers  and  dripped  down 
upon  her  stockinged  thighs. 

Like  a cat,  I hcked  her  dry  once 
again  and  we  held  each  other  tightly. 

A Calm  Harbor 

Port  out,  starboard  home,  the  mean- 
ing of  posh.  Years  of  fetish  masturba- 
tion led  me  to  voyeurism.  The  need  to 
share  my  inhibitions  with  another  kin- 
dred spirit  led  me  to  a lipstick  lesbian 
liaison.  It  was  such  a natural  progres- 
sion; I couldn’t  turn  back  the  clock.  No 
more  midnight  confessions  or  coy 
repartee  with  repressed  psychologists. 
I knew  where  I was  on  the  sexual  con- 
tinuum. 

Please  feel  free  to  drop  me  a fine  at: 
Jane  Martin 
POB  26691 

Wauwatosa,  Wisconsin  53226 
Or  e-mail  me  at: 

JDMtime  @ yahoo.com 
Bonne  Chance,  Bonne  Voyage..."^ 


TG  Clothing  and 
Makeover  Store 
in  Las  Vegas 
For  Sale 

Needs  CD/TG/TV  non-absentee 
owner. 

Gross  Sales  Per  Month  Average 
$10,000+. 

Super  Terms 

Call  John  at  888-721-8688 


LJear 


Angela  and  JoAnn, 

Thank  you  for  continuing  to 
publish  such  a wonderful  maga- 
zine. I stumbled  across  it  about 
eight  years  ago,  and  it  has  been  a 
godsend.  When  I read  my  first 
issue  of  Ladylike  I was  strictly 
dressing  in  motel  rooms,  and  wait- 
ing until  midnight  to  sneak  out  and 
buy  a Diet  Coke  at  a vending 
machine  of  a closed  gas  station. 
Reading  your  magazine,  and  see- 
ing the  pictures  of  all  the  beautiful 
girls,  helped  me  build  the  confi- 
dence I needed  to  "get  out". 

It  has  been  ten  years  since  I 
began  to  accept  my  unique  and 
special  other  self.  While  I am  not 
able  to  be  Marsha  often,  when  I 
am,  I am  able  to  do  it  very  well.  For 
example,  to  celebrate  my  ten-year 
anniversary  I recently  treated  my 
self  to  a wonderful  of  day  of  shop- 


Marsha 


been  better  if  my  friend  Marci  could 
have  joined  me  for  diner,  but  she 
was  out  of  town  that  day. 

So,  thanks  again  for  helping  me 
discover  and  learn  about  myself.  It 
has  been  a wonderful  journey. 

Love,  Marsha  Lakey, 

FWD  #2360 


FHIello, 


and  Phyllis 
you  can  use. 

Sammy  Huffman 
PO  Box  1 6284 
Golden,  CO  80402 


Thank  you  for  a 
wonderful  magazine. 
Seems  like  every 
issue  gets  better 
every  time  I read  it. 
Seems  like  you 
have  something 
for  everyone. 
Your  layouts 
and  photogra- 
phy of  your  fea- 
I i ture  girls  are 
' ^ very  beautiful. 
Thank  you  so 
much  for 
putting  out 
a maga- 
zine that  is 
so  inform- 
“ a t i V e , 
classy,  and  helpful. 
Here  are  some  pho- 
tos with  the  help 
of  Studio  Lites 
Fantasies  that  I hope 


ping,  makeover,  and  dining.  Every- 
one was  especially  nice  to  me,  I 
found  the  perfect  dress  and  all  the 
right  accessories,  my  make-up  artist 
was  a master,  and  dinner  was  per- 
fect. A special  treat  was  a mid-after- 
noon break  with  a chilled,  crisp 
glass  of  Chardonnay  in  a darling  lit- 
tle bistro.  The  day  could  have  only 


Dear  Jo  Ann  and  Staff 
I'm  writing  to  tell  you  girls  how 
much  I thoroughly  enjoy  Ladylike 
and  to  compliment  you  all  once 
again  for  the  great  things  that  you 
do  for  all  us  girls  and  those  that 
care.  I like  the  new  look  of  Lady- 
like and  have  just  renewed  my 


subscription 
for  another 
year. 

I have  also 
enclosed 
some  new 
pics  for  publi- 
cation if  you 
like.  You  have 
been  so  gen- 
erous to  have 
published  my 
pics  in  past 
issues  and  I 
thank  you  for 
the  opportuni- 
ty to  have 
been  seen  among  so  many  beauti- 
ful girls  and  in  such  a great  publi- 
cation. I look  forward  to  each 
issue. 

Keep  up  the  wonderful  work 
that  you  do.  You  are  an  inspiration 
to  all  of  the  TGAV  community. 

Love  always  and  sincerely, 

JoAnn  C. 

email;  JoAnnC413@aol.com 

Dear  Ladylike, 

Thanks  for  publishing  my  last 
photo  in  Mirror-Mirror  #54.  It's 
been  a neat  experience  getting  into 
an  international  magazine.  My 
'Pen-gal'  experiences  have  been 
quite  extensive  over  these  last  cou- 
ple of  years  as  a result  of  getting  in 
four  of  the  last  six  issues.  (Some  40 
to  50  different  correspondents 
have  written  me.)  I still  keep  up 
with  several  girls. 

Just  three  years  ago,  I didn't 
know  one  single  TG  girl  anywhere 
who  I could  share  with  and  hang 
out  with.  I just  went  out  alone 
shopping,  going  to  antique  malls, 
libraries,  and  sometimes  to  church 
as  Cris.  It  was  lonely. 


I finally  met  a TG  girl  in  a night- 
club at  a Halloween  dress-up 
party.  She  was  a member  of  the 
local  TG  support  group  and  I 
joined  and  things  just  took  off  for 
me.  I became  very  active  in  GLBT 
civic  organizations.  I found  a very 
'liberal  church'  where  I've  been 
totally  accepted. 

I got  a crash-course  over  the  last 
three  years  on  Transgenderism.  I 
found  Ladylike  Magazine  in  the 
process  and  your  articles  and  my 
corresponding  with  so  many  Mir- 
ror-Mirror 
girls  was 
also  a 
'giant-step' 
for  me.  I 
probably 
received 
over  200 
letters  and 
made  it  a 
point  to 
answer 
every  one 
of  them. 

The  high- 
light of  my 
life  as  'Gris' 
was  when  I 
traveled  to 
the  state  capital  and  met  with  sena- 
tors and  representatives  to  lobby  for 
new  GLBT  laws.  What  a rush  to  be 
power-dressed  in  a business  suit 
with  an  attache  talking  to  these  guys 
one-on-one  in  their  private  offices. 

So  thanks  to  Ladylike  Magazine 
for  the  very  significant  contribution 
to  my  very  fulfilling  and  exciting 
life  as  Gris. 

Gris  Fox, 

FOB  14721 
Louisville,  KY  40214 


Dear  LL, 

Herewith  is  my  renewal  for 
another  great  year  of  Ladylike, 
plus  positive  response  to  your  sug- 
gestion that  an  additional  $5  be 
included  for  the  TGFund.  Gladly. 
Your  new  format  will  take  some 
time  to  sink  in,  as  the  changes  are 
startling  and  somewhat  revolution- 
ary. But  that  is  not  bad!  The  best 
part  is  that  a newer,  larger  font  for 
word  printing  has  been  intro- 
duced, and  for  these  old  tired  eyes, 

1 can  now  put  away  the  magnify- 
ing glass.  Mirror  Mirror  is  still  the 
first  pages  I turn  to  for  immediate 
eye  pleasure,  and  that  too  is  pre- 
sented a bit  better,  I think.  But  in 
the  main,  I will  wait  until  I have 
fully  digested  this  new  approach 
before  further  remarks.  (Do  not 
worry,  it  will  be  good!) 

I reviewed  my  letter  of  renewal 
of  a year  ago  on  this  machine,  and 
can  only  report  there  has  been  no 
response  in  a year  other  than  as 
described  a year  ago.  I feel  a 
weight  has  been  lifted,  even 
though  the  way  it  has  turned  out,  I 
would  have  preferred  some  overt 
indications  yes  or  no.  On  balance 
though,  I have  curtailed  the  fre- 
quency in  respect,  but  not  the 
quality  of  the  expression  when  1 do 
get  out,  I still  have  confidence  in 
my  competence,  and  can  and  do 
hold  my  shoulders  erect  in  every 
environment.  I am  more  able  to 
deal  with  the  younger  adherents 
whenever  they  seek  counsel,  and 
that  too  is  good. 

No  pictures  this  time,  but  in  the 
not  too  distant  future! 

Lois  E.  Fisher 

P.  0.  Box  3781 

Eureka,  GA  95502-3781 


Yes  Lois,  indubitably.  You  have  elu- 
cidated your  thoughts  in  a forthright 
manner...  we  are  inclined  to  coqi- 
tate. 

Dear  JoAnn  and  Angela, 

Please  find  enclosed  my  check 
for  my  subscription  renewal  and 
some  extra  money  for  the  Trans- 
gender Eund.  I like  the  new  format 
for  the  magazine. 

I've  also  enclosed  four  photos 
you  may  use  either  in  the,  "Letters," 
section  and/or,  "Mirror/Mirror."  The 
one  with  the  blue  background  is 
from  my  Tiffany  Glub's  First  Event 
2003,  from  this  past  January.  The 
makeover  was  by  Jim  Bridges.  Lord 
knows  I can't  do  that  well.  The 
other  three  are  from  my  Tiffany 
Glub's,  "Prom  Night,"  (Be  the  girl 
you  always  dreamed  of  being.) 
from  the  past  June.  The  makeover 
was  by  Jamie  Austin.  Two  of  the 
photos  are  by  Jamie  and  the  full 
photo  was  by  Joan,  one  of  my  sis- 
ters of  the  Tiffany  Glub. 

I've  been  making  girl  progress. 
Just  this  past  end  of  June,  Miss 
Susan,  herself  (moi)  traveled  to 
Manhattan  for  the  Summer  Fancy 
Food  Show.  My  wife  dropped  Miss 
Susan  off  at  the  local  commuter 
rail  station  in  Brockton,  Massachu- 
setts. I wore  no  male  clothes,  nor 
packed  any  male  clothes.  It  was  six 
days  in  heaven  for,  "yours  truly." 
Susan,  with  picture  ID.  traveled 
on  Amtrak,  stayed  at  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Hotel  (The  same  Pennsylva- 
nia 6-5000  that  Glenn  Miller  made 
famous!),  walked  the  food  show. 
Bear  in  mind,  that  I took  no  flats 
with  me.  I only  had  my  high  heels. 

I counted  the  shoes  I packed  and 
wore.  Sixteen  pair  for  six  days!  Go 


(continued  on  page  26) 


Introduction 

You  are  about  to  become  a voyeur! 

You  are  going  to  peek  over  the  shoul- 
ders of  two  lovers  exchanging  email 
over  the  net.  Separated  by  job  and 
geography,  they  kept  the  spark  in 
their  relationship  by  playing  a fantasy 
game.  These  exchanges  were  real 
emails  and  the  authors  have  given 
Ladylike  permission  to  reprint  them 
for  your  enjoyment. 

The  rules  were  simple.  No  abbrevi- 
ations nor  "net-speak."  Each  move 
had  to  be  written  in  complete  sen- 
tences. Each  person  could  make  only 
one  response  in  a 24  hour  period. 

Other  than  that,  any  fantasy  was  fair 
game — no  punches  pulled. 

The  first  two  moves  presented  here 
give  you  an  idea  of  how  the  game 
was  played.  They  are  rather  mild 
compared  to  some  of  the  later 
exchanges.  When  we  were  given 
access  to  this  material  we  realized 
that  these  were  some  of  the  hottest, 
most  erotic  fantasies  we'd  ever  read. 

continued  far  right  page 


The  Game: 


FROM:  Ishtar's  Child 

TO:  Incubus 

SUBJECT:  First  Move 

You  are  in  a room.  The  drapes  are  closed  tight.  The 
door  is  locked.  There  is  one  candle  burning  in  a candle 
stand.  Incense  is  scenting  the  air.  The  only  furniture  is  a 
trunk  by  the  door,  a table,  one  chair  and  a bed.  Your  eyes 
haven't  adjusted  to  the  lack  of  light,  so  it  is  difficult  to  see 
anything  else. 

This  is  not  just  a tryst.  You  did  not  choose  to  be  here. 
You  were  brought  here  without  knowing  where  you  were 
going.  You  didn't  know  who  would  be  here. 

As  your  eyes  start  to  adjust  to  the  darkness,  you  notice 
what  seems  to  be  a person  standing  in  the  shadows.  You 
start  to  say  something  and  the  figure  rushes  over  to  you 
and  puts  a finger  across  your  lips.  You  stop  whatever  you 
were  going  to  say  and  look  at  this  person.  All  you  can  see 
is  someone  who  is  very  nearly  your  height  and  is  covered 
from  head  to  toe  in  a dark  hooded  cloak.  You  try  to  see 
the  face  hidden  in  the  folds  of  the  hood,  but  they  drop 
their  head  forward  so  that  you  cannot  see. 

You  are  starting  to  get  impatient  with  this  whole  thing 
and  it  shows  in  your  face  and  in  the  way  you  are  holding 
your  body.  You  think  that  it  is  time  you  said  something 
about  this  bullshit...  and  you  catch  a scent...  just  the  mer- 
est breath  of  familiar  odor.  You  know  this  woman  very 
well.  If  you  could  just  get  a little  closer,  you  would  know 
who  it  is.  You  take  a step  closer  and  she  reaches  up  and 
takes  your  face  in  her  hands,  moves  your  face  to  the  point 
where  you  know,  if  that  damn  hood  wasn't  in  the  way, 
you  would  be  looking  into  her  eyes. 

I reach  back  with  one  hand  and  brush  the  hood  back 
from  my  face.  I can  see  the  relief  wash  over  your  body  like 
water  covering  sand.  You  smile  at  me  and  start  to  reach 
toward  me.  I take  a step  back.  I am  not  smiling  back  at 
you.  I grab  your  chin  with  one  hand  and  lock  eyes  with 
you.  With  my  other  hand  I unclasp  the  cloak  and  let  it  fall 
to  the  floor.  Your  eyes  start  to  flicker  as  you  try  to  look  at  all 
of  me.  I tilt  your  chin  up  so  that  you  are  looking  into  my 
eyes.  Your  eyes  are  asking  me  questions  and  the  only 
answers  I give  are  to  point  first  at  your  eyes,  then  mine, 
telling  you  where  you  are  supposed  to  look.  Then  I cross 
your  lips  with  my  finger  and  shake  my  head  no. 

I take  your  hand  and  lead  you  to  the  table.  It  is  solid 
oak  and  looks  more  like  an  altar  than  a table.  It  is  about  as 


high  as  my  waist  and  h.i 
I help  you  up  onto  i1 
I can  see  that  you  are  si 
pillow  from  the  bed  anc 
I bring  the  candle  clu 
correctly  surmise  from  n 
to  look  at  me. 

I am  wearing  an  unc 
my  waist  as  a corset,  pc 
seems  that  they  will  spil 
ment  and  the  skirt  is  sot 
and  legs.  No  hose.  Spiki 
neck  with  an  odd  symb 
I come  back  to  your 
are  a little  tight  at  the  co 
perhaps,  a little  frighten, 
willing  you  with  mine  tc 
When  you  see  what  i 
you  can  almost  hear  m)i 
relax.  When  I see  your  ei 
to  your  lips.  They  have  li 
(still  just  a little  nervous', 
candlelight.  I touch  myi 
over  your  lips.  They  opc 
tip  of  your  tongue.  I leai 
tongue  across  your  lips, 
through  me.  You  can  se 
jolt.  And  I make  the  firsti 
entered  the  room.  A sot 
need  that  it  makes  the  h 
you  hear  that  you  start  t 
hands  back  down  to  yoi 
that  tells  you  to  be  pati( 
With  my  hands  heldi 
and  breathe  into  your  n 
breath  smells  of  herbs,  $ 
what  I have  been  drinki' 
familiar,  but  not  really. 

I slip  the  tip  of  my  tci 
pull  me  deeper  into  you 
you  stop.  I force  your  m: 
tongue  and  breathe  dec 
and  scent  of  my  breath « 
onds,  but  then  seems  tci 
ize  that  you  are  perfectl;< 


\n  Erotic  Fantasy 


ioft  smooth  finish. 

I push  your  shoulders  down. 
y uncomfortable,  so  I take  a 
t it  under  your  head, 
so  that  I can  look  at  you.  You 
ehavior  that  you  are  now  free 

lift  that  fits  as  tightly  around 
my  breasts  up  so  high  it 
of  the  top  with  any  move- 
d loose  and  clings  to  my  ass 
sis.  A thin  chain  around  my 
inging  from  it. 

and  look  into  your  eyes.  They 
s.  You  seem  to  be  nervous  or, 
keep  looking  into  your  eyes, 
IX.  You  have  to  trust  me. 
need  to  see  in  my  eyes,  when 
;e  in  your  head,  you  start  to 
30  soft,  I move  my  gaze  down 
n to  part  and  you  lick  them 
lich  makes  them  glisten  in  the 
?r  to  my  tongue  and  run  it 
ittle  more.  I can  just  see  the 
/vn  and  flick  the  tip  of  my 
ike  an  electric  shock  shooting 
' entire  body  quiver  with  the 
id  I have  made  since  you 
an  that  is  filled  with  such 
n your  neck  stand  up.  When 
ich  for  me,  but  I push  your 
les  and  give  you  a small  smile 

nd  my  back,  I lean  over  you 
1,  nose,  over  your  face.  My 
thing  unusual.  You  wonder 
■ chewing.  It  smells  almost 

? between  your  lips.  You  try  to 
'Uth,  but  I pull  back  a bit.  So 
open  with  my  lips  and 
nto  your  mouth.  The  taste 
Bs  you  dizzy  for  a few  sec- 
ter  and  ground  you.  You  real- 
tered in  your  soul.  You  are 


exactly  where  you  want  to  be.  You  are  with  the  only  per- 
son you  want  to  be  with.  You  are  completely  free  to 
explore  any  vista  of  your  imagination  you  have  ever  want- 
ed to.  You  are  completely  safe,  no  matter  what,  in  this 
room  with  me. 

I will  always  love  all  there  is  in  you  and  about  you. 

Your  move. 


FROM:  Incubus 

TO:  Ishtar's  Child 

SUBjECT:  My  Move 

I am  laying  on  the  table.  When  I was  whisked  away  to 
this  place  I was  dressing  to  go  out  with  the  "girls,"  so  I am 
partially  crossdressed  in  a black  lace  slip,  garter  belt,  panties, 
jet  black  stockings,  black  push  up  bra,  and  wearing  spike 
heels.  My  makeup  is  done  and  I am  wearing  my  wig. 

I am  mesmerized  by  your  presence.  Your  touch  sends 
electric  waves  through  my  body.  I can  feel  the  desire  burn- 
ing in  my  belly.  I want  to  touch  you.  I reach  for  you  and 
you  pull  back  which  makes  me  whimper  ever  so  softly. 

You  must  have  heard  me  because  you  come  back  clos- 
er, lean  over  and  kiss  me  full  on  the  mouth.  Your  tongue 
explores  every  nook  and  cranny.  I can't  help  myself  and 
pull  you  down  on  top  of  me,  then  gently  roll  over  to  the 
left  so  we  are  side  by  side. 

It's  been  much  too  long  since  we  touched.  I want  to 
explore  your  body  slowly.  I pull  down  the  top  of  your  shift 
and  suck  on  your  left  breast.  The  taste  of  your  body  is  like 
sweet  nectar.  Your  nipples  are  soft  and  pink,  not  angry  red 
like  most  women.  I could  spend  hours  here  moving 
between  each  breast,  licking,  sucking. 

At  the  same  time,  my  hands  are  rediscovering  the  rest 
of  your  body,  caressing  your  hair,  your  shoulders,  your  ass, 
your  thighs,  your  legs.  Every  part  of  you  is  glowing  as  I 
touch  it. 

I take  your  face  in  my  right  hand  and  place  my  lips  on 
yours.  As  your  lips  part,  I exhale  into  you  and  then  you 
into  me.  We  are  now  part  of  each  other,  forever. 

I stop  and  look  deeply  into  your  eyes.  My  meaning  is 
clear  to  you.  In  this  room,  I am  yours.  No  one  and  no 
thing  will  intrude  on  us  here.  I will  be  whatever  you  need 
me  to  be,  but  I am  worried  now  about  being  cross- 
dressed.  Will  it  turn  you  off  or  turn  you  on? 

Your  move. 


Of  course,  it  helps  that  one  of  the 
participants  is  a crossdresser,  which  is 
why  we  decided  to  publish  this. 

The  participants  are  "Ishtar's 
Child"  a female  and  "Incubus"  a male 
crossdresser.  Ishtar's  Child  knows 
Incubus  is  a CD.  In  fact,  it  is  one  of 
the  main  reasons  she  is  attracted  to 
him.  Incubus'  crossdressing  figures 
heavily  in  their  exchanges. 

To  be  fair  to  the  authors  and  to 
protect  their  identities,  some  of  their 
exchanges  will  not  be  shared  and 
some  will  be  edited.  But  we  promise 
that  not  one  word  of  their  fantastic 
fantasies  will  be  left  out. 

We're  warning  you  now,  their 
exchanges  will  get  quite  sexually 
explicit.  But  we  think  you  will  enjoy 
The  Game  as  one  of  the  most  original 
erotic  fantasy  series  you'll  ever  read. 

Feedback  is  welcome. 

All  text  of  The  Came  is  ©2003  by  CDS 
and  LadyLike  Magazine.  No  reproduction  in 
any  form  is  permitted  without  the  express 
written  permission  of  the  publisher. 


to  be  continued... 


figure!  I enjoyed  my  trips  to,  "the 
Village."  I walked  and  did  not  take 
a cab.  I even  met  and  talked  with 
the  owner,  Lorraine  Gordon,  of  the 
Village  Vanguard  on  Tuesday 
evening  and  enjoyed  some  great 


jazz.  After  seeing,  "The  Producers," 
on  Wednesday  evening,  (Susan 
took  the  Subway.  When,  "the  other 
guy,"  lived  in  Manhattan — 
Columbus  Circle,  the  tokens  were 
15  cents  [1961]  and  now  there  are 
no  tokens  and  you  pay  $2.00)  I 
walled  over  to.  Bird  land,  from  the 
St.  James  Theater  for  some  more 
great  Jazz.  Susan,  herself,  went  to 
mass  on  Sunday  and  visited  the  St. 
Anthony  Shrine  on  Wednesday 
morning.  "Heaven,"  came  to  a close 
during  Thursday,  July  3rd.  It  was  my 
trip  back  home  as  "the  other  guy" 
had  to  be  at  work  on  July  4th.  Susan 
had  a couple  of  cocktails  at  South 
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Station  in  Boston  while  waiting  for 
the  commuter  train.  Susan's  wife 
picked  her  up  Thursday  evening 
and  we  did  stop  for  a cocktail  and 
coffee  before  driving  home. 

Also,  while  I was  in  New  York,  I 
stopped  at,  "LIPS,"  two  or  three 
times.  I saw  a copy  of  LadyLike  #28 
on  the  wall.  While  you  do  not  have 
it,  if  any  of  your  readers  might  want 
to  part  with  that  issue  or  photocopy 
the  story  about  LIPS  that  was  con- 
tained therein,  I'd  be  more  that 
happy  to  send  in  another  donation 
to  the,  "Transgender  Fund." 

I always  look  forward  to  read- 
ing, The  Letter  From  The  Editor, 
On  My  Mind...,  Foxy  Roxy's 
Adventures  but  I shall  miss  Brenda 
Lawrence's  articles. 

Did  I see  a,  "Gund,"  Bear  that 
was  tumbled  into  the  piano  on 
#54's  cover?  I do  hope  that  all  the 
bears  wound  up  safe  and  properly 
placed  after  the  shoot. 

For  Angela,  if  you  ever  do  print 
my  driving  adventure  to  Syracuse 
to  see  Jennifer  Leitham,  you  could 
use  the  small  picture  of  the  four 
photos  that  I sent. 

Thank  you  all  for  a great  maga- 
zine and  a great  resource  for  infor- 
mation. 

Love  and,  "huggles," 

Susan  Pauline  Bauer 

Jazz_Scouter@msn.com 

(No  Bears  were  abused  or  injured 
during  the  making  of  those  pho- 
tos... Astra) 

Dear  LadyLike, 

Enclosed,  please  find  my 
money  order  for  my  subscription 
renewal  to  LadyLike  plus  five  dol- 
lars for  the  TG  fund. 

Also  enclosed  are  some  pics  of 
myself  taken  very  recently  on  a 


/ Elizabeth 


getaway  outing  to  the  islands  in 
Lake  Erie,  a vacation  destination.  It 
was  just  heavenly  being  me  again, 
feeling  so  feminine,  every  inch  the 
woman;  but,  alas,  all  good  things 
must  come  to  an  end. 

I took  your  advice,  screwed  up 
my  courage  and  phoned  a beauty 
parlor  and  made  an  appointment 
for  a facial  and  to  have  my  nails 
done.  I needn't  have  worried,  there 
was  no  problem  whatsoever.  They 
couldn't  have  been  nicer  and  took 
me  on  right  away,  and,  certainly  a 
lot,  lot  cheaper  than  the  makeover 
I had  done  earlier  in  the  year. 
Thanks,  LadyLike — sometimes  in 
pays  to  take  the  bull  by  the  horn 
and  bite  the  bullet. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Elizabeth  Hulbeck 
PO  Box  1731 
Auburn,  NY  1 3021 

Dear  JoAnn, 

Recently  I ordered  one  of  your 
back  issues  (#51)  and  really 
enjoyed  it.  It  is  just  within  the  last 
ten  months  that  I have  become 
aware  of  the  TG  community.  After 
living  the  "macho  man"  lifestyle  for 
the  past  thirty  years  I have  recently 
decided  to  rediscover  my  femme 
side.  Earlier  this  year  I did  a 
makover  with  Karen  of  Eemme 


Fever.  Being  totally  dressed  for  the 
first  time  in  thirty  years  was  one  of 
the  best  experiences  of  my  life.  The 
amount  of  time  I spend  en  femme 
is  very  limited  because  my  family 
knows  nothing  about  my  desire  to 
dress.  FHowever,  I have  been  able  to 
accept  this  and  I no  longer  feel  any 
guilt  or  shame  about  being  a 
CD/TV.  For  the  first  time  in  my  life  1 
am  at  peace  with  myself. 

I have  enclosed  two  of  my  first 
photos  to  be  considered  for  your 
publication  and  the  reader  makeover. 

In  the  future  I hope  I will  be  able 
to  develop  a classy,  Ladylike 
image  like  those  presented  in  your 
magazine.  Thank  you  for  having 
such  an  informative  publication. 
Sincerely, 

Nicole  Versaye 
Milwaukee,  WI, 
nv_cd03@yahoo.com 
Well  Nicole,  for  someone  who 
has  only  been  at  it  a short  time  you 
already  look  classy  and  ladylike  to 
us.  One  thing  though,  you  sent  us 
inkjet  prints.  This  is  a terrible  trans- 
gression of  the  LL  rules.  We  really, 
really  want  you  to  send  us  photo- 
graphic prints.  Inkjet  prints  are  made 
up  from  loads  of  tiny  dots  and  no 
matter  how  good  they  look  in  your 
hand,  after  we  get  done  scanning 
them  and  running  them  through  a 
multi  million  dollar  press  they  just 
don't  look  that  good.  And,  it's  a 
shame  to  have  a sexy  lady  look  all 
fuzzy.  Not  wanting  to  make  you  look 
fuzzy  to  the  other  readers  we  had  to 
leave  your  lovely  image  out.  Please 
send  us  a photographic  print  soon. 

Dear  JoAnn, 

I was  so  disappointed  when  your 
letter  arrived  the  other  day  with  the 
news  that  Paradise  in  The  Poconos 
had  to  be  canceled  for  this  year. 
You  know  it's  become  my  favorite 
CD  event — there  are  so  many  won- 
derful people  there  and  it's  so 
much  fun.  You'll  probably  receive 


a lot  of  letters  similar  to  mine.  I do 
want  to  thank  you  though,  not  only 
for  the  effort  you  and  your  staff  put 
in  on  that  event  every  year  but 
especially  for  the  extra  effort  you 
expended  trying  to  pull  off  this 
year.  Some  things  are  just  out  of 
our  control,  despite  our  best  efforts. 
Please  count  me  in  for  next  year — 
the  new  venue  sounds  wonderful. 

I've  included  a few  recent  pho- 
tos, as  always.  Don't  want  you  to 
run  out.  My  best  to  you  all. 
Sincerely, 

Barbara  Roberts 
PO  Box  6372 

Baltimore,  MD  21230-0372 

Dear  joAnn  and  Angela, 

Tis  I,  Lisa  Anne,  sending  you  my 
renewal.  Also,  I'm  sending  you  the 
money  for  a subscription  for  my 
friend  Ruby  Dubin.  She  live  in 
Florida  and  I'd  like  her  to  receive 
your  wonderful  magazine.  I can 


never  wait  to  receive  my  copy.  It's 
always  read  from  cover  to  cover. 

Lisa's  been  shopping  again — 
bought  some  new  new  wigs,  shoes 
and  outfits  and  "of  course"  new 
undergarments. 

I've  been  wearing  some  forms 
from  Glamour  Boutique  braless  for 
two  weeks  now,  (John,  you're  the 
best!)  Also,  I recently  purchased  a 
Veronica  III  from  Ms.  Espy  (Classic 
Curves).  What  a garment.  It  really 
is  just  awesome.  It's  a Diva  (bra) 
waist  cincher  and  padded  fanny  all 
in  one  and  it  fits  and  feels  great. 
Thank  you  Ms.  Espy.  You  really 
have  some  great  vendors  and  I 
enjoy  doing  business  with  them. 

Anyway,  Lisa's  headed  for  the 
salon  in  a few  days  for  some  more 
wig  styling.  Keep  up  the  good  job! 

Luv  and  hugs, 

Lisa  Anne 

PO  Box  1 04 

Sun  Prairie,  WI  53590 

How  much  are  these  stores  paying 
you?  Keep  up  the  good  work  and 
patronize  our  advertisers. 

Dear  Angela, 

I read  your  profile  in  LL  issue 
#54  and  found  it  fascinating.  The 
photos  of  the  phases  and  looks  of 
Angela  are  great. 

The  makeover  LL  is  undergoing 
is  very  attractive  and  thank  you  so 
much  for  including  two  of  my  pho- 
tos in  the  issue.  I wasn't  sure  about 
sending  the  one  of  me  in  the 
turquoise,  metallic,  mini  dress  but 
it's  one  of  the  few  I've  had  taken 
without  my  glasses  (ah  to  never 
have  had  to  wear  glasses!). 

It's  always  great  to  be  included 
in  an  issue  of  LL  and  it  was  quite 
an  honor  to  have  had  photos 
included  for  the  first  time  in  issue 
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* #27  back  in  1 996  (how  time  flies!). 
Seeing  the  beautiful  ladies  featured 
is  always  a source  of  inspiration. 
Between  then  and  now  a lot  has 
taken  place  in  my  life — both  good 
and  no  so  good — but  I still  remem- 
ber the  amazement  and  sense  of 
gratitude  I felt  upon  seeing  my 
photos  featured  for  the  first  time.  It 
was  a first  step  in  my  journey  of 
"coming  out".  I imagine  others 
have  had  similar  feelings  upon  see- 
ing their  photos  debut  in  Ladylike. 

I read  your  Letter  to  the  Editor 
regarding  the  murder  of  Private 
Winchell  and  about  the  way  the 
gay  activists  exploited  it.  Back  in 
2000  I happened  to  read  the  New 
York  Times  Magazine  article  "An 


Inconvenient  Woman"  by  David 
France  (May  28,  2000).  It  put  the 
situation  in  a different  perspective 
from  what  I had  heard  about  on 
network  and  cable  news  reports. 
There  was  more  to  it  than  I had 
been  led  to  believe.  I agree  with 
your  editorial. 

Thank  you  for  including  two  of 
my  photos  in  the  current  issue  of 
LL.  I've  enclosed  a few  more  for 


your  consideration.  The  article, 
"America's  First  Museum  of  GLBT 
History"  was  very  interesting.  Pre- 
serving history,  whether  in  the 
form  of  architecture  or  communi- 
ties, can  be  difficult  because  we 
don't  always  realize  the  impor- 
tance of  something  or  someone 
until  it  may  be  too  late. 

Thank  you  so  much  for  Lady- 
like. 

Love, 

Beverly,  FWD  #3903 

As  Dorothy  Parker  said,  "Men 
don't  make  passes  at  women  who 
wear  glasses. " (Or  something  very 
close  to  that.)  If  you  can  wear  them 
you  should  really  get  contact  lenses 
for  your  femme  self.  You  can  get 
them  in  different  colors  to  compliment 
different  hair  colors. 
Our  own  Ms.  Gard- 
ner wears  blue  con- 
tacts. Oops,  now 
she'll  make  me  stay 
late  and  type  in  more 
letters. 

Hi  joAnn, 

It's  Alison.  How 
have  you  been?  I'm 
doing  great!  I just  got 
back  from  a trip  to 
St.  Petersburg,  Flori- 
da, my  favorite 
place.  I was  at  Gay 
Pride  Week.  This 
was  the  first  time  the 
gay  community  invited  us  TGs  so  I 
guess  we're  coming  a long  way. 
But  anyhow,  I just  want  to  say  I 
like  the  old  Ladylike  better!  I like 
Mirror-Mirror  and  I've  made  so 
many  friends  from  Mirror-Mirror  so 
please  don't  get  away  from  that.  I 
could  correspond  with  a lot  of  girls 
from  LL  and  five  years  ago  that's 
what  I liked  best  about  your  maga- 
zine. I go  out  now  but  I still  like  to 


find  new  T-girls  I can  correspond 
with.  Well  joAnn,  take  care  girl- 
friend and  please  add  more  pages 
to  Mirror-Mirror! 

Love  always, 

Alison,  FWD  # 3886. 

While  things  always  change  and 
we  have  made  some  changes  to 
LadyLike  recently,  fear  not,  Mirror- 
Mirror  ain't  gain'  nowhere.  In  fact, 
the  only  thing  that  could  jeopardize  it 
is  if  people  slow  up  on  sending  us 
their  photos.  Tell  you  girlfriends  to 
help  keep  Kodak  in  business  by  buy- 
ing more  film  and  taking  more  pic- 
tures. Don't  forget  to  smilel 

Dear  LL, 

I recently 

renewed  my  sub- 
scriptions to  your 
great  magazine.  I've 
been  an  avid  reader 
for  about  four  years. 

Thanks  to  LL  I've 
made  some  won- 
derful friends  to 
share  photos  and 
experiences  with 
via  mail  and  even 
been  able  to  meet  a 
select  few  in  person. 


Thank  you  for  your  helpful  articles 
and  (I)  just  love  the  Mirror-Mirror  sec- 
tion. I'm  sending  you  two  photos. 
Hope  you  can  find  a place  for  them 
in  an  upcoming  issue. 

rd  love  to  hear  from  other  ladies 
like  myself  so  please  publish  my 
name  and  mailing  address. 

Love  and  peace, 

Bobbi  Dee 
PO  Box  3690 

Long  Beach,  CA  90803-0690. 

To  the  staff  of  LadyLike, 

I was  just  going  through  your  latest 
issue  of  LL  and  upon  reading  "Learning 
To  Pay  The  Price"  I want  to  comment 
on  how  many  of  us  girls  still  worry 
what  others  think.  First,  we  all  cannot 
pass  as  real  women!  When  I get 
dressed  to  go  out  I try  to  make  sure  I 
look  as  feminine  as  I can.  At  the  same 
time  I'll  be  myself  knowing  I won't  pass 
all  the  time.  I'll  stop  by  a convenience 
store  or  gas  station  while  there's  people 
there  and  I just  act — no,  be,  myself  and 
they  (the  patrons)  don't  seem  to  care.  I 
always  dress  the  part  also.  Lately  I've 
been  wearing  a pair  of  sneakers,  jean 
shorts  and  a polo  top  and  I look  like 
any  other  person  making  a purchase. 
Even  when  I notice  someone  checking 
me  out  I just  stand  my  ground  and  go 
about  my  business.  Many  times  I'll 
smile  and  the  person  or  persons  check- 
ing me  over  will  smile  back.  Some  will 
even  say  hi  or  hello.  I've  learned  since 
dressing  to  just  be  natural  and  myself. 
In  a line  of  five  or  six  people  waiting  to 
pay  for  our  products  I stand  there  like 
any  person  waiting  to  pay  for  my  prod- 
ucts. Maybe  being  5'  11"  and  looking 
like  a pretty  tough  person  to  handle  one 
on  one,  or  two  on  one,  might  intimi- 
date some  from  saying  or  coming  up  to 
me  in  a threatening  manner.  I don't 
know  but  I feel  and  know  when  I act 


and  dress  as  a proper  person  most 
won't  care!  You'll  always  have  a select 
few  ignorants  try  to  cause  problems  but 
most  won't  care  and  will  even  embrace 
us  at  times  as  long  as  we  be  ourselves! 
You  wear  four  or  five  inch  heels,  fish- 
nets and  a tight  skirt  and  you'll  get  a lot 
of  looks,  especially  if  you  are  or  look 
very  attractive.  If  you  wear  a pair  of 
jeans  and  a casual  top  with  flats  or 
sneakers  most  will  just  give  a glance. 

I must  say,  for  someone  who  has  a 
pretty  face  and  decent  shape  body 
(real  woman  or  CD)  you  will  get  many 
looks  and  even  more  than  occasional 
pickup  lines  or  the  nasty  look  from  a 
woman  when  you  look  better  than 
they  look.  Take  it  with  a grain  of  salt.  I 
personally  have  had  more  of  the  "hey 
baby,  how  about  a date"  look  or  ver- 
bally more  than  the  nasty!  Hey,  some 
of  us  girls  got  the  look.  And  it's  not 
always  in  the  clubs.  Anyway,  I didn't 
mean  to  go  on  and  yap  so  much.  I do 
love  the  new  look  of  LL  #54.  You  all 
do  a great  job!  Keep  up  the  good 
work. 

Love 

Stephanie  Lane 

Poughkepsie,  NY 

You're  right  girl.  If  you  dress  to  fit 
in  most  folks  won't  pay  much  atten- 
tion to  you.  If  they  do,  you  have  to 
just  act  like  the  girl  you  are  and  do 
what  any  girl  would  do.  If  you  do 
feel  like  going  out  in  five  inch  heels 
and  a mini  skirt  be  prepared  to 
accept  extra  attention — good  or  bad. 
But  above  all  use  your  street  smarts, 
be  careful  but  have  fun! 

Dear  Angela, 

I'm  a pre-op  TS  and  when  I 
ordered  LL  I had  thought  it  was  in  this 
area,  however,  please  do  not  get  me 
wrong,  after  I read  through  my  first 
issue  (#54)  and  got  a good  look  at  the 
ladies  there  I have  a very  strong 


respect  for  them  all  and  must  give 
kudos  to  those  special  LadyLike 
ladies!  No,  I do  not  wish  to  cancel 
my  service  as  I believe  I can  learn 
quite  a bit  from  LL  and  its  ladies. 

I hope  to  be  in  contact  with  a few 
of  your  ladies  but  because  of  where  I 
am  I don't  like  to  shock  people  with 
them  getting  a letter  from  me  first  and 
only  want  to  write  to  those  who  want 
to  hear  from  me. 

Now  it  is  true  I don't  know  much 
about  your  ladies'  (lifestyle)  areas  but 
I get  the  impression  (and  if  I'm  wrong 
please  correct  me)  that  none  of  your 
ladies  have  an  interest  in  men?  Even 
though  dressed  to  perfection  (seduc- 
tively) they  only  have  interests  in 
women? 

Being  a TS  (MtF)  has  it's  own  set  of 
unique  issues  but  on  top  of  that  there 
are  still  different  sexual  preferences 
so  you  can  never  truly  tell  and  your 
magazine  has  me  interested  in  the 
other  gender  different  people  and 
areas. 

You  may,  and  I hope  you  do,  print 
this  along  with  my  address.  As  I have 
said,  I believe  I can  learn  a lot  from 
the  ladies  and  I wish  you  all  lots  of 
love  and  beautiful  lives! 

Sincerely, 

Catherine,  P.  Champion 
#1 6990-076, 

USP-Lee,  Box  305 
jonesville,VA  24263-0305 
Sexuality  is  not  something  we  dote 
on  in  LL  but  in  fact  our  readers,  like  the 
mass  of  humanity  on  the  street,  run  the 
gamut  of  sexual  tastes.  Most  prefer 
females  as  sex  partners,  some  like 
men,  others  are  interested  in  ladies 
like  themselves.  As  any  good  sex  ther- 
apist will  tell  you,  whatever  floats  your 
boat  is  OK.  Why  some  girls  are  even 
dating  themselves — and  there's  noth- 
ing wrong  with  that  as  long  as  they 
remain  lady  like. 
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Clubbing  In  The  Big 
Apple,  NYC 

/frUcCe 

Being  a girl  is  more 
fun  when  you  can  get 


out  and  interact  with 
other  people.  So  now 
that  the  mainstream  is 
generally  more  accept- 
ing, where's  a girl  to  go? 
Before  clubbing  stop  in 
(on  the  Westside)  at  my 
favorite  spot  East  of 
Eight  (254  West  23rd 
St.),  any  night,  to  hang  at 
the  bar  or  have  dinner, 
with  a mixed  (gay,  les- 
bian, straight,  tourists 
and  TG)  crowd  that's 
always  fun.  I also  like 
The  Dish  on  8th  Ave.  at  20th  Street  for 
dinner.  For  breakfast  or  a quick  cheap 
bite  try  The  Venus  Diner  on  8th  Ave.,  50 


CANDY  dancers. 

feet  south  of  23rd  St.  Lips  Cabaret  Bank 
Street  (212-675-7710)  is  a supper  club 
with  a small  bar,  trannie  waitresses  who 
perform,  with  mostly  tourists  watching 
on.  On  the  lower  Eastside  eat  drink  and 
sometimes  get  a show  at  Marion's,  354 
Bowery,  a very  fun,  uninhibited,  mixed 
crowd. 

Party,  party,  party!  On  Friday  Sweetie 
hosts  CANDY  at  the  Marquee  (356  Bow- 
ery). Two  rooms,  one  with  a bar,  coat 
check  and  space  to  mingle,  the  other,  room 
to  dance,  and  a small  stage  for  the  "eye 
CANDY'  TS  dancers.  There's  a sexy- 


Opening  night  at  CANDY.  (L  to  R)  Sheryl,  Lisa  Jackson  (lead  singer  of  Lisa  Jackson  & Girl 
Friday  Band),  Rose  Royal,  Lynette  & Venus  (lead  singer  All  The  Pretty  Horses  from  the 

midwest.) 
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brothel-underground  feel  to  it.  Sweetie 
provides  a place  where  trans  people 
can  come  and  have  fun:  no  hassle,  no 
hustle,  continuous  dance,  pop  music, 
look  for  celebrities  in  the  crowd.  Girls: 
NO  COVER,  Guys:  $15  before  mid- 
night, $20  after.  11p.m.  - 4a.m.,  High 
Life  hosted  by  Sweetie  at  the  same 
location  on  Saturday  is  not  a TG  party, 
but  is  very  trans-friendly,  high  energy 
club  music. 

Trannie  Chasers  at  The  Now  Bar,  22 
Leroy  Street  (corner  of  7th  Ave.  Thurs., 
Fri.  & Sat.)  has  a basement-cave  feel  to 
it,  small  and  crowded,  but  I have 
friends  that  like  the  tough  edgy  crowd 
and  rock  music.  Beware  the  hustle 
girls — ^they're  tough — and  the  guys 
prefer  TSs. 

Rest  Area,  at  9th  Ave.  Saloon  (9th 
Ave.  and  46th  St.)  is  hosted  every  other 
Thursday  by  E.E.  Star  and  Lisa  Jackson, 
who  says  there's  cheap  booze,  tacky 
drag,  live  music  and  stupid  games!  No 
cover — sounds  like  fun  to  me! 

Ina's  at  The  Silver  Swan  (41  East 
20th  St.)  (their  dressing  room  opens  at 
10  p.m.)  is  still  the  largest,  and  my 
favorite  Saturday  night  transgender 
party  from  11  p.m.  to  4 a.m.  has  a $5 
cover  charge,  lots  of  regulars,  genuine- 
ly nice  people,  and  it's  a GREAT  place 
for  your  maiden  voyage.  Lot's  of  seat- 
ing, a long  bar,  continuous 
music  (80s,  90s,  00s),  and  a 
small  area  to  dance.  Some 
guys  are  horny  (and  looking 
to  get  lucky),  but  friendly  & 
harmless. 

Club  Incognito  at  22  War- 
ren Street  launches  November 
22nd.  A nice  venue,  (most 
likely  the  Karolyn's  Oasis 
crowd — mostly  CD,  very 
friendly).  No  cover  opening 
night. 

Club  Edieweiss,  the  infa- 
mous trannie  bar  (depend- 
ing on  your  memory  and 
perspective),  is  now  in  a 
new  spot  at  137  7th  Ave. 
South  (near  10th  Street). 
Dino  says  he  is  not  looking 
to  attract  the  "working  girls" 
to  his  new  location,  though 
time  will  tell.  It's  open  7 
continued  on  page  33 


The  Transgender 
Fund 

A grass-root,  independent,  national  foundation  aimed 
at  helping  the  transgender  community  develop  to  its 
fullest.  Donations  in  any  denomination  are  gratefully 
accepted.  The  Transgender  Fund  is  a 501[c][3]  tax 
exempt  corporation  and  donations  are  tax  deductible 
to  the  extent  allowable  by  law.  Consult  your  accountant 
for  details. 

Make  A Difference 
Make  A Donation 
Make  it  Now! 

tittp;//www.tgfund.org 

The  TG  Fund  • PO  Box  2313  • Vineyard  Haven 
Mass.  02568 

Phone/Fax:  508-696-6767 


^ TRANSGENDER 

Lommunity 


^ The 

MONTHLY 

source  for  news,  info  and 
entertainment  for  the  Transgender 
Community. 

Get  12  issues,  that's  12  months  of  TCN 
for  just  $45!  Fun  columns,  interesting 
articles,  TG  nev/s  - in  your  mailbox  every 
month. 


Send  a check  or  money  order  to 
Renaissance,  987  Old  Eagle  School 
Rd„  Suite  719,  Wayne,  PA  19087 

Or  sign  up  online! 

http://www.ren.org/tcn.html 

Published  by  The  Renaissance  Transgender  Assoc.,  Inc. 
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SPECIAL  OFFER! 


Purchase  four  gaffs,  one  of  each  color. 
Black,  White.  Red  and  Nude/Betge 
for  only  $99.00.  ^^1^1 

That's  like  getting 
one  gaff  FREE! 

You  pick  the  size  and 
enjoy  the  savings!  ' 


■ ^iU  out  your  hips  and  j 

\ derriere  uiith  our  oun  unique fy  styied  y 

T !our-padded  panty.  Our  remouabte w 
rods  and  (jirm  lycra  will  make  you  ! 
hcfi  and  leer  shapely  and  sexy!l 

. A«aila(0e  in;  Black.  Nude/Beige  m 

Sizes:  S (28-30").  M 132-34"),  L (36-38").  1 
XL  (40-42"),  2X  (44-46")  Price:  S40.00 
r Additional  4-pack  of  foam  pads  S5  00lf^Hta|^ 

Please  Visit  Our  Wetjsftes:  www.cross-iJress.CQin 
www.drag-asieen.cQm  • www.AllHeeIsFflrWlen.CQm 


WHEN  IN  SOUTH  aORIDA,  PLEASE  VISIT  OUR  RETAIL  STORE  FOR  AU  YUUt  CttSSMEISING  Itt; 

CC/^DCTC  4509  N.  Pine  Island  Road  ^ylQ  COefi 
wCvnC  I 9 Sunrise.  Florida  33351  954  I 40*90931 


Formerly  Affordable  Fantasies  & Illusions 

AFI  has  changed  it's  name  to  better  reflect  what  we  do  - which  is  mak- 
ing clothing  and  lingerie  to  fit  the  crossdresser.  We  are  presenting  our 
sixth  season  of  new  clothing.  We  have  added  many  new  exciting  styles 
and  colors  and  hope  that  you  will  enjoy  the  correctly  fitting  garments 
made  with  wider  shoulders,  lowered  waistlines,  longer  sleeves  and  more 
narrow  hips.  If  you  want  to  see  a free  brochure  of  our  best  selling 
items.  Please  call  to  receive  a free  color  brochure  or  if 

you  want  the  full  catalog,  then  send  $2.00  to  the  address  listed  below 
and  we  will  be  sure  to  get  a catalog  right  out  to  you.  To  order  any  of  the 
clothing  in  this  ad  - provide  your  chest  and  waist  measurement  on  the 
order  form  and  we  will  send  you  the  correctly  sized  garment. 

_ Exciting  NEW  Sparkling 

Ruffle  Top 

Glitter  ruffle  top.  By  customer  request. 

: Shimmering  front  ruffle  top.  Made  in 

3 special  stretchfabric  adorned  with 
’ ruby  sparkles.  Elegant,  feminine  front 

ruffle.  Limited  inventory.  Color;  Ruby 
Sizes:  L,  XL,  XXL. 

1-^  > ^ Style:  TP07. 

' Special  Low  Price!  Only  $39.95 

f Best  Selling  Short  9kirt 

17  inch  poly  skirt  with  elastic  back. 

^ Color:  Black 

^ ^ Sizes  12-22. 

style:  SK01. 

K Price:  $28.99 


Exciting  NEW  Stretch  Lace 
Teddy  Top 

Exciting  new  stretch  teddy  top!  Specially 
made  to  fit  men.  Made  of  silky,  soft 
stretch  matte  jersey  and  stretch  lace. 

High  neck  design  with  button  closure  at 
the  back  of  the  neck.  Snap  closure  at  the 
crotch  for  a nice  tight  fit  with  a full  bikini 
back  design.  Made  with  a wider  crotch  to 
fit  men  correctly.  Color:  Black. 

Chest  sizes:  M(38  - 40),  L(41-  43), 

XL(44  - 46),  2X(47  - 49) 

Style;  TP05 

Reg.  Price:  $39.95  Sale  Price:  $34.55 
Sharp  Sryle  Angle  ^kirt 
Sexy  New  Angle  Skirt.  Made  in  silky  soft, 
stretch  matte  jersey.  Great  look  with 
almost  any  top.  Color:  Black.  Waist  sizes: 
M(31-34),  L(35-37),  XL(38-40),  XXL(41- 
44)  Style:  SK06.  Only:  $31.50 


Send  Your  order  to  : BVP  • PO  Box  156  • Wyncote  PA  19095 
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Contact  Information: 
Makes  Checks  to: 

Best  Value  Products 
Orders:  215-881-9470 
Fax:  215-881-2214 
Brochure:1 -800-222-1427 
e-mail:  bvp5000@aol.com 


Shipping  costs: 

$33 -$100  add  $7.00. 
$100 -$293  add  $12.00 
Over  $265  add  $17.00 


Item  # Qty  Color 


Price 


Credit  cards  Accepted 
Visa/MC/  Discover/  AMEX 

Card  # 


Exp.  Date: 

3 digit  code  on  rear: . 


HMl  Subtotal 

Shipping/  Handling  (see  left) 
(PA  Residents  only)  State  Tax  ( 6%) 
Total 


Total 


Name 


Address 
City 


State  _ 


Zip. 


How  To  Submit  Photos 

We  now  accept  digital  photos  if  they  are  of  sufficient  resolution.  Do  not 
overly  compress  digital  photos.  Do  not  send  digital  photos  by  email  with- 
out permission  first.  We  cannot  use  inkjet  prints.  We  need  real  glossy  pho- 
tographs. Please  do  not  send  more  than  four  (4)  photos.  If  you  include  your 
mailing  name  and  mailing  address  on  the  back  of  your  photo,  we  will  print 
your  address  with  your  photo  in  the  magazine  so  people  can  write  to  you 
directly.  You  must  do  this  for  every  photo  submitted.  Do  not  write  on  the 
photos  with  ball  point  ink.  Use  a permanent  marker.  If  you  are  a subscriber. 
we'll  forw'ard  mail  for  you  for  the  length  of  your  subscription.  Write  your 
customer  number  on  your  photos.  If  you  are  NOT  a subscriber,  include 
SI  0 with  your  photo  and  we  will  forward  mail  to  you  for  1 year. 

How  To  Reply  to  Photos 

If  you  want  to  w'rite  to  someone  whose  picture  appears  in  the  magazine, 
look  for  an  address  and  write  directly.  Or,  look  for  a for\varding  number 
like  FWD9999  with  the  photo.  If  there  is  a FWD  number,  write  your  letter, 
put  it  in  an  envelope  and  in  pencil  write  the  FWD  number  on  the  front.  For 
each  letter  to  be  forwarded,  put  your  letter  in  its  envelope,  correct  postage 
in  stamps  and  $2  in  another  envelope  (#10  or  larger)  and  mail  it  all  to  us 
here  at  LadyLike  Magazine,  c/o  PO  Box  491,  Lionville,  PA  19353-0491 

How  To  Subscribe 

Ladylike  is  the  publication  that  treats  the  subjects  of  transvestism  and 
crossdressing  as  they  should  be  treated,  with  respect  and  sophistication. 
Chock  full  of  great  features  and  loads  of  photos,  you  w'on't  want  to  miss  a 
single  issue.  Every  issue  contains  important  and  useful  information  to  help 
you  realize  the  "ladylike"  qualities  within  yourself. 

Subscription  Rates: 

U.S.  - $36:  Canada/Mexico  - $48;  Overseas  - $60 
Single  issues: 

U.S.  - $13.20;  Canada/Mexico  - $1 6:  Overseas  - $1 8 
Back  Issues  Available:  #47  thru  #50  only 

Ladylike  Magazine,  PO  Box  491 
Lionville,  PA  USA  19353-0491 


32  "^ac/ 


nights  a week,  and  geared 
towards  TGs  & Bi,  (in  the  past 
his  following  was  more  TS).  3 
levels,  2 bars,  and  a VIP 
lounge.  $5  - $1 5 cover  charge. 

The  gay  bars  have  drag 
shows,  like  The  Monster  (Sheri- 
den  Square  off  7th  Ave.)  on 
Mondays  (Sabor  Latino),  or 
Wednesday  (the  GDI  girls  attend 
to  watch  Jesse  Volt's  Follies),  also 
on  Wednesday  Barracuda  275 
W 22nd  St  (7th/8th),  212-645- 
861 3,  voted  best  drag  shows. 

That's  a quick  look  at  NYC 
after  dark,  but  there  are  many 
other  TG  parties,  lesbian  spots 
and  Goth/S&M  clubs...  but  I'm 
out  of  space.  Be  safe,  have  fun, 
and  always  think  pretty. 


At  East  ofEigth  on  Halloween.  (L  to  R)  Nadya  (visiting  from  Hong  Kong), 
Jamie  (a  regular)  and  Tony. 


The  Cabaret  Episode  II,  Nashville 

Scf,  Ste^ 

Hey  everyone,  I need  to  let  you  all  know  about  what  I personally  think  is  one  of  the  friendliest  clubs 
in  Nashville.  It  is  called  The  Cabaret  Episode  II.  It  is  located  at  833  Murfreesboro  Pike.  From  the  sec- 
ond you  walk  in  the  door  you  feel  right  at  home.  The  staff  and  crowd  are  very  warm  and  friendly. 

There  is  something  for  almost  everyone's  taste  at  the  Cabaret.  If  you  like  to  dance,  they  have  a large 
dance  floor  playing  a little  bit  of  everything,  from  old  school  to  the  latest  hip-hop  hits.  If  you  enjoy 

relaxing,  shoot- 
ing pool  with 
friends,  they 
have  a separate 
room  with  four 
pool  tables  at 
your  disposal.  If 
you  prefer  to  sit 
quietly  and 
chat,  they  have 
booths  just  off  of 
the  main  bar 
where  you  can 
have  a nice 
quiet  chat. 

Now,  if  you 

enjoy  watching  a good  Drag  show  then  you  are  in  luck!  The 
Cabaret  has,  in  my  opinion,  the  best  drag  show  in  Nashville. 

The  cast  is  fabulous,  the  hilarious  comedy  of  Trinity  Monroe  will 
have  you  falling  off  your  seat.  Secret  Storm  is  fabulous  with  her 
R&B  renditions,  Samantha  Close  is  a true  beauty  whose  num- 
bers are  a sight  to  behold.  Santana  Moss,  the  show  director, 
does  some  absolutely  amazing  numbers  that  must  be  seen  to  be 
believed.  Plus  they  also  have  the  occasional  guest  performers 
that  always  add  a nice  surprise.  If  you  ever  get  the  chance, 
check  out  the  Cabaret,  you'll  be  glad  you  did! 


Stefanie  and  Santana  Moss,  the  director 
of  the  show. 


Stefanie  and  Secret  Storm. 
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Shampoo,  Philadelphia 

The  hottest  spot  for  TG  girls  in  Philly  is 
Shampoo  (Between  7th  and  8th  Streets  on 
Willow,  between  Callowhill  and  Springarden. 
Phone  215.922.7500)  nightclub  on  Friday 
night.  Friday  night  is  Shaft  Friday,  a gay  party 
that  has  been  going  on  for  several  years 
where  everyone  is  welcome;  guys,  girls,  girl- 
guys,  guy-girls  and  any  gender  in  between. 
Anything  goes  on  a Friday  at  Shampoo. 

Don't  wander  in  on  a Saturday  unless  you 
are  really  confident  about  yourself.  Saturday 
is  a regular  crowd  night  with  a lot  of  straight 
people  out  to  hook  up.  If  you  can  stand  the 
heat  it  is  still  a good  dance  club  to  visit  on 
Saturday  but  be  prepared  to  deal  with  those 
who  just  don't  understand  us. 

Friday  night  offers  a guest  list  to  those  who 
sign  up  online  and  arrive  before  10  p.m.  Go  to: 
http://www.shampooonline.com  and  sign 
up.  Arriving  before  10  is  no  hardship  since 
there  is  an  enclosed  300  space  parking  lot 
where  you  can  park  for  free  before  10,  and 
when  you  get  inside  for  free  there  are  $2 
drink  specials  till  11.  If  you  show  up  after  1 0 
you  will  have  to  park  in  a lot  a couple  blocks 
away  and  pay  for  it,  or  try  to  find  street  park- 
ing; not  always  available  and  not  a great  area 
to  be  walking  around  in  in  four  inch  heels. 
After  10  the  free  admission  becomes  a 
"reduced"  admission,  usually  $7. 

Several  times  a year  the  Shaft  party  keeps  going  till  dawn. 
Pennsylvania  law  makes  bars  and  clubs  stop  serving  alcohol 
at  2 a.m.  but  when  Shaft  stays  open  till  dawn  they  manage  to 
keep  the  excitement  level  high  without  cocktails. 

Lady  Bunny  and  other  New  York  queens  appear  every  so 
often  to  entertain  the  crowd  and  if  you  like  to  look  at  oiled  up 

male  dancers  there 
are  go-go  boys  after 
midnight.  Now  and 
then  stars  like  Kevin 
Aviance  and  Chi 
Chi  LaRue  show  up 
and  do  a show  and 
the  local  Philadel- 
phia Drag  Mafia 
performs  often. 

Three  different 
areas  of  the  club 
give  a variety  of 
music.  Downstairs 
is  The  Velvet 

Underground  with  Latin  music  all  night  long  and  lots  of  red 
velvet  couches  for  lounging.  Upstairs  in  the  main  dance  hall 
it's  techno,  house  and  a lot  of  electronic  beats.  The  White 
Room  (in  the  winter)  features  retro  dance  music.  In  the  sum- 
mer months  a tent  outside,  called  The  Groove  Garden,  is  the 


Siannie  (center)  and  her  pals  at 
Shampoo 's  "Bed"  Party. 


home  of  the  hits  of  yesteryear  and  a hot  tub,  if  you  dare. 

Some  Friday  nights  there  are  many  TG  ladies  in  the  house, 
other  Fridays  there  may  be  only  one  or  two.  Just  to  be  sure, 
take  some  gal  pals  along  so  you  know  there'll  be  some  glam- 
our. For  more  about  Shampoo  visit  their  website,  and  don't 
forget  to  sign  up  for  the  guest  list!  See  you  there! 


Angela,  Jeff  and  Madeline  at  Shampoo 


Jeff  puts  a move  on  an  aloof  Angela  in  The  Velvet 
Underground. 
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^mantic  fantasies 


A Special  Boutique  Just  For  You! 


Lingerie 

Stockings 

Plus  size 
(up  to  6x) 


Corsets 

Bras 

Breastforms 
and  more,.. 


Gaffs 

Panties 

Shoes 
(up  to  14) 


Romantic  Fantasies 
225  Deer  Park  Ave 
Babylon  Village  NY  11702 
Ph:  631-587-3655 


Try  u/.  Cu/tom  mode  body 
pfo/tfietic/  1/  ouf  /peciolty. 
UUeVe  the  be/t! 

Vl/it  u/...  You'll  be  bock. 


UJe  Ql/o  carry: 
full  fQ/ftlon  fto/iery 
brea/t  form/, 
nipple/, 
gaff/. 


m/.  E/py  Lopez,  owner 

IHTttNflTIONfll 

voice/fox:  562/595-9M8 
out/ideof  ColifornlQ:  888/898-8787 
email:  cci@.fuj/.com 
Vl/ll:  ujujuj.clcfv.com 
or  write:  P.O.  Box  115 
UJilmIngton.  Cfl  90748-0115  U/R 


CLASSIC  CUmS  INTaHATIOHAL 

Can  uje  do  IN/  J6f  you? 


DiVO: 

bu/t  enhancer 


Veronica/: 
hip  and  derriere 
enhancer/ 


madi  in  llt@ 


by  Ms,  ^ob  Travis  and  CaroC  %[dnmaier 


Images  S^rom  nhe  ^Parisian 
Stage  Of  Si  Century  SLgo 


This  installment  of  Drama  Queen 
features  eight  rare  images  of  French 
female  impersonators  from  the  first 
two  decades  of  the  20th  century.  A 
hundred  years  ago  theatrical  female  impersonation  had 
attained  a measure  of  respectability  on  both  sides  of  the 
Atlantic.  In  America  the  variety  of  acts  and  their,  pardon  the 
term,  market  penetration  was  truly  impressive.  Some  vaude- 
ville “imps”  featured  refined  acts,  like  Bert  Stewart  who 
sang  opera  and  was  called  “The  Male  Patti.”  The  Great 
Richards  danced  en  pointe,  as  did  George  East  and  Allyn 
Mann.  Harry  Le  Clair  was  billed  as  the  “Sarah  Bemhai'dt  of 
vaudeville.”  But  not  every  act  was  so  upper  crust.  Vaude- 
ville female  impersonators  also  worked  as  ventriloguists, 
acrobats,  and  pianologuists  (who  delivered  monologues 
while  playing  the  piano).  Imps  were  popular  with  the  gener- 
al pubhc,  too.  Karyl  Norman,  “The  Creole  Fashion  Plate,” 
held  the  record  for  the  longest  vaudeville  tour,  sixty  weeks. 
In  1910  Juhan  Eltinge  took  female  impersonation  to  dizzy- 
ing heights  when  The  Fascinating  Widow  opened  on  Broad- 
way. This  was  the  first  time  in  Broadway  history  that  a male 
star  would  spend  most  of  the  evening  in  a dress. 

All  of  the  above  acts,  whether  slapstick,  monologues  or 
sad  songs  sung  in  soprano,  were  squeaky-clean,  suitable  for 
both  grandma  and  the  kids.  In  order  to  share  the  stage  with 
the  other  “specialty  acts”  female  impersonators  had  to 
forego  double  entendre,  blue  humor  and  anything  we  would 
now  call  camp.  Acts  that  didn’t  meet  this  standard  of 
respectabihty  performed  on  the  seedier  side  of  town.  In  New 
York  City  that  meant  downtown  in  Greenwich  Village  or  the 
Bowery  where  the  life  was  rougher  and  so  was  the  entertain- 
ment. Impersonator  Bert  Savoy  was  right  at  home  in  this 
coarser  genre.  In  Savoy’s  obituary  Edmund  Wilson  wrote 
that,  “When  he  (Savoy)  used  to  come  reeling  on  the  stage,  a 
gigantic  red-haired  harlot,  swaying  her  enormous  hat,  reek- 
ing with  corrosive  cocktails  of  the  West  Fifties,  one  felt  one- 
self in  the  presence  of  the  vast  vulgarity  of  New  York 
incarnate  and  made  heroic.”  (The  Dial,  August,  1923). 

All  the  images  presented  here  are  post  cards,  found  in 
Paris  shops  by  Gerard  Koskovich,  a San  Francisco-based 
dealer  in  rare  queer  books  and  member  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  International  Museum  of  GLBT  History. 
He’s  acquired  about  30  post  cards  advertising  female  imper- 


sonators during  several  visits  to  Paris.  We  are  very  indebted 
to  him  for  allowing  us  to  feature  these  rare  images  in  Lady- 
Like.  All  the  cards  in  this  article  feature  French  female 
impersonators.  They  were  probably  given  away  in  the  lob- 
bies of  cabarets  and  music  halls.  Perhaps  some  were  sold  as 
well.  The  practice  wasn’t  limited  to  France.  There  are  simi- 
lar cards  of  Enghsh  and  American  female  and  male  imper- 
sonators from  the  same  era. 

The  two  tinted  post  cards  are  of  Ramond  Bertin.  In  both 
cards  he’s  impersonating  famous  women  performers  of  the 
era.  His  act  may  have  been  the  1904  equivalent  of  hp-sync- 
ing  to  Madonna.  The  only  reference  we’ve  found  is  a short, 
mixed  mention  in  O.  P.  Gilbert  in  Men  in  Women’s  Guise, 
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(1926,  translated  from  the  French).  “Bertrn,  who  has  not 
appeared  on  the  stage  since  the  v/ar,  gave  some  fairly  good 
imitations  of  women,  but  his  voice  was  not  suitable,  and  in 
singing,  he  was  obliged  to  make  use  of  disagreeable  ‘head 
tones.’”  The  translator  probably  means  falsetto. 

In  one  post  card  (#1)  Monsieur  Bertin  is  impersonating 
“la  Tortojada,”  famed  star  of  the  Folies  Bergere,  who  we’re 
guessing  performed  a bull  fighting  song  at  one  time.  Bertin 
is  holding  a picador’s  pike  firmly  in  his  left  hand  and  a bull- 
fighter’s cape  in  his  right.  The  card  announces  Bertin’s  show 
at  Folies  Marigny,  one  of  the  larger  Paris  music  halls.  These 
cards  are  both  signed  by  Bertin  and  were  sent  to  friends. 
They’re  just  little  notes  about  his  progress  on  a tour.  The  “la 
Tortojada”  card  is  dated  14/2/1904,  which  is  Febmary  14, 
1904  in  Europe.  All  that  can  be  deciphered  of  the  message 
is,  “We’ve  arrived  in  Marseilles.” 

The  retouched  card  with  Bertin’s  extremely  corseted  waist 
(#2)  is  an  impersonation  of  Polaire,  the  singing  sensation  of 
French  music-haU.  She  was  famed  not  only  for  her  tiny  waist 
but  also  for  her  outlandish  taste  in  headwear.  She  reportedly 
said  that  she  didn't  regard  a hat  as  a success  if  it  didn't  make 
passersby  laugh  out  loud.  Vaudeville  historian  Joe  Lurie,  Jr. 
says  that  Oscar  Hammerstein,  Sr.’s  cabaret.  The  Roof,  once 
“booked  Mile.  Polaire  and  billed  her  as  the  ughest  woman  in 
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the  world  with  the  smallest  waist.”  Queer  historians  know 
her  as  one  of  the  lesbian  lovers  of  French  novelist  Colette. 

A more  comic  and  socially  aware  impersonation  is 
Monte  Verdi’s.  Instead  of  impersonating  recognizable  stars, 
he  chooses  to  satirize  a recognizable  social  type  (#3),  the 
“new  women.”  In  the  1920’s  new  women  were  liberated. 
They  might  drive  cars,  advocate  women’s  suffrage,  smoke 
cigarettes,  have  jobs  and  even  go  out  of  the  house  without  a 
male  escort.  The  critique  leveled  at  them  was  that  in  secur- 
ing their  liberty  they’d  given  up  their  femininity.  You  can 
see  this  in  Monte’s  use  of  the  men’s  hat,  called  a “boater” 
and  the  clunky  shoes.  The  glasses  impart  a severe,  asexual 
look.  They’re  something  an  intellectual  "bas  bleu"  or  “blue- 
stocking” would  wear.  In  the  misogynistic  mockery  of  the 
popular  press  these  women  had  lost  their  femininity  because 
intellectual  development  was  an  inherently  masculine  ti'ait. 
But  the  detail  in  Monte’s  costume  is  nothing  compai'ed  to 
his  attitude.  The  body  language  exhibits  a palpable  disdain 
assuring  you  that;  no  matter  what’s  being  offered  it’s  not 
good  enough.  This  character  feels  superior  to  most  things 
and  probably  most  men  in  particular. 

Monte’s  signed  the  post  card  - showing  him  alone,  lean- 
ing on  one  arm  - to  two  men,  Gaston  and  Henri.  He  must 
have  given  it  to  them,  since  there’s  no  address  or  stamp  on 


the  reverse.  Perhaps  they  were  fans  asking  for  an  autograph 
baekstage?  Monte  made  a little  joke  as  he  signed,  “with 
refined  sentiments.”  Refined  sentiments  are  what  popular 
eulture  accused  the  new  women  of  abandoning.  This  phrase- 
ology was  suitable  for  a grandmother,  but  ironic  coming 
from  a new  woman. 

The  card  with  the  trio  (#4)  features  Monte  with  two  other 
characters  we  call  dandies  of  departed  eras.  The  fop  on  the  left  is 
pure  18th  century  courtier.  The  gent  in  the  cape  with  his  cane 
and  opera  gloves  looks  mid-  19th  century.  The  text  reads,  “ From 
the  18th  to  the  20th  centuries.”  We’ve  no  idea  to  what  obscure 
cabaret  or  music  hall  act  this  could  possibly  be  referring. 

Here  is  Louis  Vemassier,  fhomme-protee  musical  (#5). 
A fhomme-protee  was  called  a “protean”  act  in  American 
vaudeville.  Around  1900  protean  actors  were  more  than 
mere  quick-change  artist.  They  didn’t  just  teU  a few  jokes 
while  changing  clothes;  they  performed  sketches  with 
detailed  plots  featuring  an  array  of  characters.  As  a matter  of 
course,  they  would  take  both  men’s  and  women’s  roles.  One 
of  the  greatest,  Leopold  Fregoh  performed  the  entire  opera 
Faust,  running  an  hour  and  a half.  G.  Swayne  Buckley’s  tour 
de  force  “On  the  Track”  had  him  playing  eight  characters 
and  ten  musical  instruments.  In  the  show  he  also  sang 
twelve  songs  and  danced  six  dances. 
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According  to  Gerard  Koskovich,  Monsieur  Vemassier’s 
card  doesn’t  proclaim  him  a female  impersonator,  surpris- 
ingly. Travesti  dame  explains  that  this  is  Vemassier  dressed 
as  a woman.  If  he  had  been  dressed  as  a cop  it  would  have 
said  travesti  gendamie.  Travesti  in  this  era  had  nothing  to  do 
with  transvestite.  It  meant  “wearing  a disguise  or  cosmme.” 
There  was  no  connotation  of  crossdressing  until  the  early 
1930’s,  when  the  concept  of  transvestite  was  imported  from 
Gemiany.  In  France  female  impersonators  were  most  often 
called  transfomiiste. 

The  card  in  which  he's  playing  harp  (#6)  tells  us  some- 
thing more  about  Vemassier’s  act.  The  card  states  that, 
besides  changing  costumes,  he  also  changes  instmments; 
playing  viohn,  mandolin,  mandola,  cello,  piano,  double 
bass,  guitar,  xylophone,  saxophone,  harp,  bells  and 
unnamed  brass  instmments. 

We  know  very  little  about  Monsieur  d'Hemonville  (#7  & 
8),  except  that  he  was  a female  impersonator  for  many 
years.  Here  are  two  advertising  cards  featuring  photos  taken 
decades  apart.  There  are  other  examples  of  female  imper- 
sonators aging  gracefully  in  their  pubhc  relations  photos. 
There  are  photos  of  Karyl  Nomian  in  programs  Ixom  Finoc- 
chio’s  that  were  taken  thirty  years  after  he  was  headhning 
vaudeville. 


Monsieur  d’Hemonville,  the  younger,  is  described  as 
rhomme-protee  - phenomene  vocal.  Perhaps  his  vocal  phe- 
nomenon is  that  he  sings  in  both  the  male  and  female 
ranges?  As  a protean  performer,  he  may  have  performed  in 
both  male  and  female  clothes.  But  perhaps  he  speciahzed  in 
drag  later  in  his  career.  In  the  second  card  he’s  called  an  imi- 
tateur,  which  seems  a lot  closer  to  impersonator. 

Once  again  Drama  Queen  ends  with  only  hints  of  the  past 
and  more  mystery  than  history.  But,  since  female  imperson- 
ation is  essentially  a visual  art,  perhaps  just  seeing  these 
images  is  enough. 

LadyLike  would  like  to  thank  Gerard  Koskovich  for  his 
contributions  to  this  article.  He  can  be  reached  at  <DAlem- 
bert@aol.com>  or  P.O.  Box  14301,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94114-0301  USA.  He  welcomes  readers'  inquiries  about  the 
article  or  titles  of  gender  interest  in  his  inventory  of  rare 
queer  books. 

Ms.  BOB  is  a collector  of  gender-related  books,  maga- 
zines, recordings  and  ephemera.  She  is  the  board  secretary  of 
the  GLBT  Historical  Society  that  operates  the  International 
GLBT  History  Museum  in  San  Francisco.  Ms.  Bob  can  be 
contacted  c/o  LadyLike  or  at  <msbob@tgfomm.com>. 

CAROL  KLEINMAIER  is  a founding  member  of  Trans- 
gendered  Nation.  For  almost  two  decades  she  has  been  an 
activist  for  both  gender  and  AIDS  issues. 

If  there  is  any  subject  or  person  you'd  be  interested  hav- 
ing covered  in  DRAMA  QUEEN,  LadyLike’s  history  col- 
umn, please,  let  us  know  and  we  will  try  to  obhge. 


Mr  D'HEKNONVILLK 
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Now  on  DVD  ; Limited  Edition 


Venture  into  the  world  of  Beauty  Pageants  and  witness  the  pageant  that 
started  the  pageant  season  for  2003  in  the  beautiful  city  of  San  Francisco 
is  now  available  on  DVD.  , 

Witness  glamour  & fashion  at  its  best,  and  the  most  beautiful  transgender  women  as 
they  compete  for  the  prestigious  title  of  Miss  Trans-Globe  2003. 

One  spectacular  night. ..thirteen  phenomenal  candidates...  one  crown! 


tilt  lit 


A first  of  its’  kind  on  DVD,  documented  to  perfection,  a definite  must  have! 

See  the  fabulous  gowns,  swimsuits  and  the  costumes  and  learn  how  they  do  it!  ' 

Only  $15.00  + $5.00  shipping  and  handiing(only  in  U.S.) 

A portiort  of  proceeds  directly  benefit  The  Filipino  Task  Force  on  AiDS. 

To  order,  send  Check  or  Money  Order  (payable  to  24/7  Productions)  for  $20.00  to: 

2An  Productions 

134  Margaret  Avenue,  San  Francisco,  CA  94112 

or  log  on  to  : www.247productions.com 

*Sorry  no  returns,  only  exchanges  for  defective  DVDs. 


' Special  DVD  Bonus  Features: 

* Contestant’s  Bios  * Judge’s  Bios 

* Filipino  Task  Force  on  AIDS’s  PSA  Video 

* FTFA’s  Executive  Director’s  Commentary 


Get  your  personal  copy  now! 
For  more  info  or  wholesale,  call  (415)  333-7746 
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December  24th  2002,  6 pm. 
What  a rotten  day!  A go-round 
with  the  super  over  a leaky  sink 
resulted  in  a two  hour  mop-up 
after  a flood,  resulting  in  four  rolls 
of  paper  towel  trash  and  the  use  of 
a whole  bottle  of  rubbing  alcohol. 
Still,  I got  dressed — in  dude 
duds — and  took  a pedestrian  tour 
of  the  vicinity,  few  flakes  had  fallen 
all  month  leaving  scattered  deco- 
rations tres  unimpressive.  (Bum- 
mer!) 

So,  okay,  rotten  rehearsal 
notwithstanding,  I turned  all  atten- 
tion to  my  Kathleen  persona, 
maybe,  just  maybe.  I'd  be  poised 
to  "go  for  it"  tomorrow  evening 
(Christmas  night).  Might  I truly 
snatch  victory  from  the  jaws  of 
defeat? 

I hadn't  left  the  premises  in 
drag,  pardonnez-moi  "en  femme", 
since  March.  That's  right,  over  nine 
months!  (Maternity  leave?  As  if!) 
I'd  been  keeping  a low  profile  on 
account  of  the  presence  of  busy- 
body neighbor  patrols.  I guess  that 
qualifies  me  as  a LadyLike  low- 
profile  girl.  (I  know.  Shut  up,  Rox.) 

December  15th,  2002.  Golly, 
I'd  nearly  forgotten  the  gnarly  sen- 
sations of  a cool  breeze  flowing 
through  shoulder-length  hair  and 
caressing  a pair  of  silky  stems. 
(Giggle!  Hey,  to  air  is  human.)  Yet, 
quel  downer.  The  snow-poor  sur- 
roundings rendered  pines  puny, 
spruces  sparse,  and  firs  far  from 
furry.  Drat!  Levertheness,  opportu- 
nity lay  before  me,  so  I figured  I'd 
scope  out  the  landscape  for  excep- 
tional displays  while  on  the  go. 

Unfortunately,  a resurgent  lack 
of  confidence  radically  distracted 
from  said  mission.  Luckily,  only 
two  incidents  gave  me  momentary 
cause  for  concern.  In  the  first  case. 
I'd  become  so  absorbed  with  an 


oncoming  car  that  I bumped  into  a 
man  walking  his  dog.  Whereas  the 
fellow  seemed  oblivious  to  my 
"packaging,"  his  canine  compan- 
ion wasted  no  time  in  eyeballing 
me  suspiciously.  Then,  on  my  way 
home,  I noticed  two  men,  one  rid- 
ing a bicycle,  approaching.  In  the 
process  of  crossing  to  the  opposite 
curb,  I witnessed  the  duo  do  the 
same.  I totally  tensed  up.  However, 
as  we  passed  each  other,  noses 
barely  24  inches  apart,  their  con- 
versation continued  uninterrupted. 
All  right! 

Between  10:30  pm  and  approxi- 
mately 1 :00  am  December  26th,  I 
covered  about  9 miles.  How  won- 
derfully awesome!  (I  admit  it.  My 
adventures  feature  an  excess  of 
footwork.  Consider  it  my  leg-acy!) 

January  8,  2003.  Mild  tempera- 
tures nudging  the  freezing  mark 
and  a substantial  snowfall  finally 
yielded  the  super  conditions 
required  for  a photo  shoot.  Yay! 
So,  all  gussied  up,  I departed  for 
the  target  site.  (True,  the  holidays 
were  history,  yet  the  embers  of  my 
enthusiasm  glowed  stubbornly. 
Hey,  I'm  persistent!) 

My  Rox  resolve  had  been  rekin- 
dled. Even  with  a vehicle  cruising 
past  every  one  or  two  minutes,  I 
stood  my  ground.  Then,  after  13 
flirty  takes,  I scooped  up  all 
belongings  and  embarked  on — 
what  else — a trademark  jaunt! 

But,  eeeewww,  en  route  for  only 
a while,  I realized  my  crimson  fin- 
gertips were  starting  to  congeal 
and  both  thighs  had  grown  totally 
numb.  It  quickly  occurred  to  me 
that  the  temperature  was  falling 
dramatically.  (Was  this,  like,  a con- 
spiracy, or  what?) 

Come  daybreak,  January  9th, 
Arctic  air  had  redescended  upon 
southern  Quebec,  leaving  me  giri- 
ly  marooned.  Still,  already  in 
mademoiselle  mode,  I made  the 


most  of  the  depressing  circum- 
stances. Yuck!  I couldn't  believe 
the  weather.  Whenever  I set  aside 
some  time  for  a neighborhood 
stroll  (or  something  a trifle  more 
creative)  the  mercury  dropped  like 
a rock.  What  was  going  on  here? 
For  example,  on  March  3rd,  the 
temp  dropped  from  +34°F  to  -1 1 °F 
in  a matter  of  hours.  Worse,  the 
chill  factor  produced  an  equivalent 
temperature  of  -38°F.  Surely,  the 
Great  Avon  Lady  in  the  Sky  didn't 
expect  me  to  venture  out  in  such 
conditions  and  freeze  my  knockers 
off.  (Boobs  need  t.l.c,  too!) 

March  25th,  2003.  Despite 

heavy  precipitation,  Kathleen  went 
out.  True,  the  snowfall  gradually 
intensified  into  a snowstorm,  but 
she  wasn't  about  to  be  denied. 
Happily,  despite  returning  home  to 
a certified  mess,  that  morning  her- 
alded a genuine  about-face  in  one 
freakzoid  winter.  (Alas,  by  this 
time,  all  grandiose  projects-in- 
waiting  were  toast.  Pass  the  jam.) 

The  Spirit  of  Christmas,  though 
seriously  battered  and  bruised,  had 
prevailed  after  all!  Migod,  amid 
the  chaos,  I even  lost  10  pounds. 
Oboy,  tank  tops! 

The  moral?  When  life  hands  you 
lemons,  make  eggnog. 

Roxanne  Van  Ness 
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National  US  Membership  Organiza- 
tions 

International  Foundation  for 
Gender  Education,  PO  Box 

540229,  Waltham,  MA  02454. 
Publishes  Transgender  Tapestry 
($40/year  subscription).  Reprints 
and  books  on  TVTTS  subjects, 
other  info.  Hosts  annual  confer- 
ence in  different  locations  around 
the  country.  Phone:  61  7-899- 
2212,  [www.ifge.org] 

Renaissance  Transgender  Associ- 
ation, Inc.,  987  Old  Eagle  School 
Rd.,  Suite  719,  Wayne,  Pa. 

19087.  610-975-9119  24  hr. 
answering  machine.  Membership 
fee  of  $48  includes  the  monthly 
publication  "Transgender  Com- 
munity News."  Also  publishes 
Background  Papers  and  Commu- 
nity Outreach  Bulletins  on  trans- 
gender issues  for  personal  and 
professional  use.  Speakers  avail- 
able for  classroom,  corporate,  or 
media  discussions  of  transgender 
issues.  Renaissance  is  a 501  [c][3] 
non-profit  membership  organiza- 
tion. [www.ren.org] 

Society  for  the  Second  Self  (SSS), 

Box  1 94,  Tulare,  CA  93275. 
Focused  on  families  and  relation- 
ships. Tri-Ess  publishes  the 
Femme  Mirror  quarterly  and 
hosts  an  annual  convention.  Tri- 
Ess  chapters  are  marked  with  "#" 
in  the  list  below.  Tri-Ess  is  a non- 
profit membership  organization. 
[jeftris@aol.com] 

Alaska 

Alaska  T People  , PO  Box 
670349,  Chugiak,  AK  99567 

Arizona 

Transgendered  Harmony  , 8485  E 
McDonald  Dr  #298,  Scottsdale, 
AZ  85250 

Alpha-Zeta  (Tri-Ess) , PO  Box 
28363,  Tempe,  AZ  85285-8363 

A Rose  , PO  Box  81 08,  Glendale, 
AZ  85312-8108 

Transgendered  Harmony  , PO 
Box  83927,  Phoenix,  AZ  85701 

Southern  Arizona  Gender 
Alliance  , 300  E Sixth  St,  Tucson, 
AZ  85705 

Evolere  Transgendered  Founda- 
tion , 1830  E.  Broadway  Blvd. 

#1  24-269,  Tucson,  AZ  8571  9 

California 
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Transgender  Resource  Center  of 
Southern  Calif.  , 8350  Santa 
Monica  Blvd.  Ste  104A,  W Holly- 
wood, CA  90069 

Alpha  Chapter , 409  N.  Pacific 
Coast  Hwy.  #320,  Redondo 
Beach,  CA  90277 

U.S.  G.I.R.L.S.  Club  , P.O.  Box 
3182,  Cerritos,  CA  90703-3182 

Gender  Expressions  , PO  Box 
816,  Lakewood,  CA  9071 4-081  6 

CHIC  Crossdressers  Heterosexual 
Intersocial  Club  , PO  Box  1 7850, 
Long  Beach,  CA  90807 

CD  Social  Group  , PO  Box  224, 
Montrose,  CA  91 021 

PSGV  Transgendered  Support , 

401  South  Main  St.  Ste  104, 
Pomona,  CA  91  765 

Neutral  Corner , PO  Box  19008, 
San  Diego,  CA  92159 

San  Diego  TransFamily  , PO  Box 
4735,  San  Diego,  CA  92164 

TG  Alliance  of  Coachella  Valley  , 
PO  Box  391,  Thousand  Palms, 

CA  92276 

Born  Free  , PO  Box  52829,  River- 
side, CA92517 

LKO  (Ladies  Knight  Out)  , 3320 
Chapman  Ave.  , Orange,  CA 
92869 

Ventura  Transgender  Outreach, 
3503  Arundell  Circle  Ste  3A, 
Ventura,  CA  93003 

Society  for  Second  Self  (Tri-Ess) , 
PO  Box  1 94,  Tulare,  CA  93275 

Access  Point , PO  Box  71  80,  Los 
Osos,  CA  93402 

TranzcentralCoast , P.O.  Box 
14146,  San  Luis  Obispo,  CA 
93406 

Trans-Action  , 973  Market  St. 

Suite  500,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94103 

LYRIC  (Lavender  Youth  Recre- 
ation and  Information  Center)  , 

127  Collingwood  St,  San  Francis- 
co, CA  94117 

TGSF  , PO  Box  426486,  San 
Francisco,  CA  941 42-6486 

Diablo  Valley  Girls  , PO  Box 
272885,  Concord,  CA  94527- 
2885 

Rainbow  Gender  Association  , 

PO  Box  700730,  San  Jose,  CA 
95170-0730 

Sacramento  Gender  Assoc. , PO 
Box  162907,  Sacramento,  CA 
95816-2907 


Transfolk  ,115  Grand  Ave, 
Oroville,  CA  95965 

Sigma  Sigma  Beta,  PO  Box 
1 9933,  So.  Lake  Tahoe,  CA 
96151 

Colorado 

Gender  Identity  Center  of  Col- 
orado, " 1455  Ammons  St.,  Ste 
1 00",  Lakewood,  CO  8021  5- 
4993 

Lambda  Community  Center , " 
149  W Oak,  Ste  8",  Ft  Collins, 
CO  80524 

Pueblo  TV/TS  Support  Group  , 
1144  Clarmont,  Pueblo,  CO 
81004-2808 

Connecticut 

Connecticut  Outreach  Society  , 
PO  Box  163,  Farmington,  CT 
06034 

District  of  Columbia 

Washington-Baltimore  Alliance  , 
PO  Box  50724,  Washington, 

D.C.  20091-0724 

Delaware 

Renaissance  Delaware,  PO  Box 
5656,  Wilmington,  DE  19808 

Florida 

Emerald  Coast/PANTRA , 8084 
N.  Davis  Hwy  E3,  Pensacola,  FL 
32514 

Trans  Alliance  of  Gainesville  , PO 
Box  143102,  Gainesville,  FL 
32614-3102 

Phi  Epislon  Mu,  PO  Box  3261, 
Winter  Park,  FL  32790-3261 

Evolve  , 2351  S Ferncreek  Ave, 
Orlando,  FL  32806 

Mu  Beta  Gamma  Tri-Ess  , PO  Box 
4126,  Hialeah,  FL  33014 

South  Florida  Gender  Coalition  , 
P.O.  Box  670283,  Coral  Springs, 
FL  33067-9998 

Animas  , PO  Box  420309, 

Miami,  FL  33242 

Gender  Society  of  the  Palm 
Beaches  , 7600  s.  Dixie  High- 
way, W.  Palm  Beach,  FL  33405 

Tampa  Bay  Gender  Alliance  , 
3708  Swann  Ave,  Tampa,  FL 
33629 

Starburst , PO  Box  6822,  Clear- 
water, FL  33756-6822 

Georgia 

Sigma  Epsilon,  PO  Box  272, 
Rosewell,  GA  30077-0272 

Atlanta  Gender  Explorations  , PO 
Box  1 60003,  Atlanta,  GA  3031  6 


Hawaii 

Hawaii  Transgendered  Outreach  , 
PO  Box  8233,  Honolulu,  HI 
96830 

Iowa 

Iowa  Artistry  , PO  Box  75,  Cedar 
Rapids,  lA  52406 

Central  Illinois  Gender  Assoc. , 
PO  Box  1 925,  Clinton,  lA  52733- 
1925 

QCAD  Croup  , PO  Box  1 534, 
Davenport,  lA  52809 

Idaho 

Tri-States  Transgender  Group  , 

PO  Box  6691,  Boise,  ID  83707 

Illinois 

Chi,  PO  Box  40,  Wood  Dale,  IL 
60191-0040 

Island  Girls  , PO  Box  2306,  Joli- 
et, IL  60434 

Chicago  Gender  Society  , PO 
Box  31465,  Chicago,  IL  60631- 
0465 

The  Living  Circle  , 7045  N West- 
ern, Chicago,  IL  60657 

Central  Illinois  Gender  Assoc 
(CIGA) , P.O.  Box  3082,  Cham- 
paign, IL  60826-3082 

Indiana 

IXE  , PO  Box  20710,  Indianapo- 
lis, IN  46250 

Transgender  Outreach  of  N.  Indi- 
ana, PO  Box  2372,  Portage,  IN 
46368 

Kansas 

KCCAF  (Kansas  City  Cross- 
dressers & Friends) , PO  Box 
4092,  Overland  Park,  KS  66204 

Kentucky 

Lexington  Dress  & Gender 
Alliance  , PO  Box  1 1 471 , Lexing- 
ton, KY  40575 

Louisiana 

Gulf  Gender  Alliance  , PO  Box 
56836,  New  Orleans,  LA  701  56- 
6836 

Massachusetts 

The  Sunshine  Club  , PO  Box  564, 
Hadley,  MA  01 035-0564 

South  Shore  TransGender  Net- 
work , PO  Box  381 , Avon,  MA 
02322 

Tiffany  Club  of  New  England,  PO 
Box  71 , Waltham,  MA  02454- 
0071 

International  Foundation  for  Gen- 
der Education  , PO  Box  540229, 


Waltham,  MA  02454-0229 

Innvestments  , PO  Box  354,  Sag- 
amore, MA  02561-0354 

Maryland 

Chi  Epsilon  Sigma  , PO  Box  505, 
Brooklandville,  MD  21022-0505 

Transgender  Support  Group  of 
Baltimore  , 241  W.  Chase  St., 
Baltimore,  MD  21201 

Maine 

Transsupport , PO  Box  1 7622, 
Portland,  ME  04101 

Transcare  2000 , 75  Adams  St. 

2B,  Gardiner,  ME  04345 

Maine  Gender  Resource  & Sup- 
port , PO  Box  1894,  Bangor,  ME 
04402-1894 

Michigan 

Crossroads , PO  Box  1 245,  Royal 
Oak,  Ml  48068-1245 

After  Six  , PO  Box  1 26,  Comstock 
Park,  Ml  49321 

Lambda  Mu,  PO  Box  246, 

Moline,  Ml  49335-0246 

IME  of  Western  Michigan  , PO 
Box  1153,  Grand  Rapids,  Ml 
49501 

Eriends  North,  PO  Box  562,  Tra- 
verse City,  Ml  49685-0562 

Minnesota 

Tau  Epsilon  Mu  , PO  Box  401  26, 
St.  paul,  MN  55104 

Gender  Education  Center , PO 
Box  1 861 , Maple  Grove,  MN 
55311 

Beta  Gamma,  PO  Box  8591, 
Minneapolis,  MN  55408 

City  of  Lakes  Crossgender  Com- 
munity , PO  Box  14844,  Min- 
neapolis, MN  5541 4 

Missouri 

St.  Louis  Gender  Eoundation  , PO 
Box  9433,  St.  Louis,  MO  63117 

TransSisters  , 4004  Troost  Ave., 
Kansas  City,  MO  641 1 0 

Mississippi 

Southern  Belle  Society  , PO  Box 
3112,  Gulfport,  MS  39505 

Montana 

Western  Montana  GLBT  Commu- 
nity Center , 61  5 Oak  ST,  Mis- 
soula, MT  59801 

North  Carolina 

Triad  Gerider  Association  , PO 
Box  2264,  Jamestown,  NC 
27282-2264 

Carolina  Transensual  Alliance 


(CTA)  ,112  Edwardia,  Greens- 
boro, NC  27409 

Sigma  Rbo  Delta  Tri-Ess  , PO  Box 
90141,  Raleigh,  NC  27675-0141 

Kappa  Beta,  PO  Box  12101, 
Charlotte,  NC  28220-2101 

Phoenix  Transgender  Support , 

PO  Box  18332,  Asheville,  NC 
28814 

Nebraska 

River  City  Gender  Alliance  , PO 
Box  8076,  Omaha,  NE  68108 

New  Hampshire 

Tri-Ess  New  England  , PO  Box 
7681,  Nashau,  NH  03060-7681 

New  lersey 

Chi  Delta  Mu,  PO  Box  1,  River 
Edge,  NJ  07661-0001 

New  Jersey  Support , PO  Box 
9378,  Trenton,  NJ  08650 

Sigma  Nu  Rho,  PO  Box  9255, 
Trenton,  NJ  08650 

Epsilon  Mu  Gamma  , PO  Box  4, 
Three  Bridges,  NJ  08887 

Nevada 

Transgender  Support  and  Advoca- 
cy, 2075  E Elamingo,  Las  Vegas, 
NV  89104 

New  York 

Gender  Identity  Project  at  the 
Lesbian  & Gay  Community  Ser- 
vices Center , 208  West  1 3th 
.Street,  New  York,  NY  10011 

CrossDressers  International  , 404 
W 40th  St  #2,  New  York,  NY 
10018 

Shades  of  Lavender , 502  Bergen 
St,  Brooklyn,  NY  11217 

Long  Island  Trans  Experience  , 

PO  Box  97,  Setauket,  NY  11  733 

TGIC  , PO  Box  1 3604,  Albany, 

NY  12212-3604 

CNY  TransMenace  , 405  Eloward 
St  #1 , Syracuse,  NY  1 3203 

Expressing  Our  Nature  c/o  Pride 
Community  Center , PO  Box 
6608  745  N Salina  St.,  Syracuse, 
NY  13217-6608 

Buffalo  Belles  , PO  Box  1 701 , 
Amherst,  NY  1 4226 

Rochester  Transgender  C/O  Gay 
Alliance  of  the  Genesee  Valley, 

1 79  Atlantic  Avenue,  Rochester, 
NY  14607 

Ohio 

Crystal  Club  , PO  Box  287, 
Reynoldsburg,  OH  43068-0287 


Paradise  Club  , PO  Box  29564, 
Cleveland,  OH  44129 

Crossport , PO  Box  1 692,  Cincin- 
nati, OH  45201 

Oregon 

Northwest  Gender  Alliance  , PO 
Box  4928,  Portland,  OR  97208 

Rho  Gamma  , PO  Box  5551 , 
Grants  Pass,  OR  97527 

Pennsylvania 

TSG  (Transsexual  Support  Group) 

, 6020  Penn  Circle  South,  Pitts- 
burgh, PA  1 5206 

Transpitt , PO  Box  3214,  Pitts- 
burgh, PA  15230 

Erie  Sisters  , 1 903  West  8th  St 
#261,  Erie,  PA  1 6505 

Renaissance  LSV,  PO  Box  2122, 
Harrisburg,  PA  17105-2122 

Renaissance  - Lehigh  Valley  , PO 
Box  3624,  Allentown,  PA  1 81 06 

Renaissance  GPC,  " 987  Old 
Eagle  School  Road,  Ste  719", 
Wayne,  PA  19087 

Tennessee 

Tennessee  Vais  , PO  Box  92335, 
Nashville,  TN  37209 

Swans  , PO  Box  1 2701 , 

Knoxville,  TN  37912-2701 

Mirror  Image  , PO  Box  11052, 
Memphis,  TN  38111-1052 

Texas 

Central  Texas  Transgender  Society 
, 2900  West  Anderson  Lane  Suite 
127,  Austin,  TX  78757 

Metroplex  CD  Club  , PO  Box 
1 41 924,  Irving,  TX  7501 4-1  924 

Nu  Epsilon  Tau  , PO  Box  14096, 
Pantego,  TX  76094 

Spouses  & Partners  International 
Conference  for  Education  (SPICE) 

, c/o  8880  Bellaire  B2  #104, 
Houston,  TX  77036 

Tau  Chi,  " 8800  Bellaire  B2,  Ste 
104",  Houston,  TX  77036 

Gulf  Coast  Transgender  Commu- 
nity , PO  Box  66643,  Houston, 

TX  77266 

Epsilon  Tau,  PO  Box  945,  New 
Waverly,  TX  77358 

Alpha  Tau  , PO  Box  1 398, 
Georgetown,  TX  78627 

Washington 

Transgender  Education  Associa- 
tion , PO  Box  16036,  Arlington, 
VA22215 

Emerald  City  , PO  Box  31318, 


Seattle,  WA98103 

Ingersoll  Gender  Center  ,"1812 
E.  Madison,  Ste  106",  Seattle,  WA 
98122-2843 

Bellingham  Gender  Group  , PO 
Box  2004,  Bellingham,  WA 
98227 

Washington  Gender  Alliance  , 

PO  Box  2261,  Bellingham,  WA 
98227 

Wisconson 

Gemini  Gender  Group  , P.O.Box 
44211,  Milwaukee,  Wl  53214 

Wisconsin  TG  Support  Group  , 
4230  E.  Towne  Blvd.  #193,  Madi- 
son, Wl 53704 

CANADA 

Alberta 

Illusions  Social  Club,  PO  Box 
2000,  Calgary  T2C-1  B4,  403- 
486-9661, 

Phi  Sigma,  Tri-Ess,  Box  81115, 

755  Lake  Bonavista  Dr.  S.E.  T2C- 
1B4 

British  Columbia 

Kootenays  Support  Group,  Box 
270,  Rossland,  VOG  1 YO,  250- 
362-5701, 

Cornbury  Society,  PO  Box  3745, 
Vancouver,  V6B-3Z1,  N/A, 

Zenith  Foundation,  Box  46,  841  5 
Granville  St.,  Vancouver,  V6P 
4Z9 

Transcend  Transgender  Support  & 
Education  Society,  PO  Box  8673, 
Victoria,  V8X  3S2,  (250)  413- 
3220 

Manitoba 

Masquerade,  c/o  832  Corydon 
Ave.,  Winnipeg,  R3M  0Y2 

Ontario 

Ottawa  TS  Discussion  Group,  PO 
Box  42067,  RPO  St  Laurent, 

Ottawa  K1 K 4L8 

Gender  Metaphor,  PO  Box 
27097,  Ottawa,  K1 J 9L9 

Chrysalis,  349A  George  St.  N, 
Suite  206,  Peterborough,  K9H 
3P9 

Xpressions,  PO  Box  223,  Station 
A,  Toronto,  M5W  1 B2,  41  6-41 0- 
6949,  www.Xpressions.org 

S.O.S.  Club,  519  Church  St, 
Toronto,  M4Y  2C9,  (41 6)-392- 
6874, 

webhome.idirect.com/~players 

Gender  Mosaic,  PO  Box  7421, 
Vanier,  K1  L-8E4,  (81 9)  770- 
1945,  www.geocities.com/West- 
Hol  I y wood/9630/ 

Quebec 

Action  Sante:  Travesti(e)s  et  Trans- 
sexuel(le)s  du  Quebec,  1 626  Rue 
St-Hubert,  Montreal,  (514)847- 
0067, 

Club  MET,  41 1 3 Dorion  St.,  Mon- 
treal, H2K-3B8 
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Random  Thoughts 

Happy  New  Year!  It's  hard  to  believe  it's  2004  already. 
We  can  only  guess  what  the  future  holds. 

Reader  response  to  the  redesign  has  been  very  positive. 
About  the  only  complaints  we've  received  are  requests  for 
more  color  photos  of  our  girls.  Well,  you  might  notice  that 
we've  gone  to  color  on  every  page  starting  with  this  issue. 
So,  you'll  get  color  photos  everywhere  now,  even  on  the 
Letters  page. 

Believe  it  or  not,  we  are  starting  to  run  low  on  photos. 
We  can't  keep  running  photos  of  the  same  people  against 
the  same  backgrounds  forever,  so  please  send  us  some  new 
pix.  And,  we'd  like  to  see  some  new  faces.  After  all,  you 
could  be  the  next  Profile  Girl. 

We're  also  planning  two  pictorials  this  coming  year. 
We'd  like  to  do  Hot  Rods  & Hot  Babes  again.  Take  a photo 
of  yourself  with  your  car,  truck,  motorcycle,  scooter,  what- 
ever and  send  it  to  us.  When  we  get  enough  pix,  we'll  run 
the  pictorial. 

We  know  the  idea  of  taking  a photo  of  your  femme-self 
with  a vehicle  might  seem  daunting  to  many  of  you,  so 
we're  also  planning  a lingerie  pictorial.  Ground  rules  are 
simple,  no  exposed  genitals;  anything  else  goes.  Personally, 
I like  corsets  and  gartered  stockings,  but  do  whatever  you 
like,  as  long  as  it  is  tasteful. 

I'd  also  like  to  mention  a new  feature  beginning  this 
issue — The  Game.  This  is  very  unlike  anything  we've  pub- 
lished before.  Know  beforehand  that  we're  a bit  nervous 
about  your  reactions.  There  is  going  to  be  some  very  explic- 
it and  intensely  erotic  content  in  this  series.  But,  it  is  written 
so  beautifully  and  comes  from  the  heart  and  soul  of  two 
people  so  deeply  in  love,  that  we  think  you  will  embrace 
and  enjoy  it.  Unlike  most  fantasy  fiction  that  is  written  by 
one  person.  The  Game  is  a real  dialogue  between  two  real 
people  and  you  can  "hear"  how  their  voices  are  different  in 
each  segment.  Let  us  know  what  you  think  of  this  feature. 

We're  working  on  a few  other  ideas  for  this  year  and  if 
they  bear  fruit.  I'll  be  sure  to  let  you  all  know. 

I read  most  of  the  other  community  magazines  and  I've 
noticed  a trend  in  one  that  is  disturbing.  I'm  talking  about 
the  disparagement  of  the  term  "community."  One  writer,  in 
particular,  is  exceedingly  obnoxious  about  it.  I'm  reminded 
of  Merissa  Sherrill  Lynn,  founder  of  IFGE,  who  used  to 
snort,  "Community?  What  community?  We  don't  have  a 
community!"  What  Ms.  Lynn  usually  meant  was  that 
nobody  was  listening  to  what  she  was  saying.  In  this  case, 
though,  the  writer  just  doesn't  believe  that  anyone  could 
possibly  be  doing  anything  to  help  anyone  other  than  them- 
selves. Or  rather,  she  doesn't  believe  in  doing  anything  for 


anyone  other  than  herself. 

I think  that's  a terrible  shame  for  someone  to  be  that  cyni- 
cal about  the  transgender  community  or  anyone  who  is  work- 
ing for  it.  Fortunately,  there  aren't  a lot  of  people  who  feel  that 
cynical  and  there  are  many  who  do  what  they  can  to  help 
out.  For  example,  the  readers  of  LadyLike  have  made  signifi- 
cant monetary  contributions  to  the  Transgender  Fund.  Almost 
every  quarter,  I've  been  able  to  pass  along  hundreds  of  dollars 
of  donations  to  the  fund.  No  other  entity  in  the  community 
has  supported  the  fund  better  than  the  readers  of  this  maga- 
zine. All  of  you  who  have  donated  should  be  very  proud  and 
take  some  pride  in  that  fact. 

The  fund  is  almost  four  years  old.  It  has  collected  close  to 
$50,000  in  that  time.  It  has  donated  nearly  $40,000  of  that 
money  to  worthy  causes  in  that  same  time  span.  No  other 
funding  source  in  this  community  has  come  close  to  that  level 
of  commitment.  What  I'd  like  to  see  is  that  amount  double  in 
the  next  four  years.  I'd  like  to  have  $1 00,000  in  donations  and 
be  able  to  say  we  gave  $80,000  of  it  back  to  the  community. 

The  Transgender  Fund  is  focusing  on  supporting  the  politi- 
cal activists  of  the  community  for  the  future.  Support  groups 
are  slowly  fading  from  the  scene  as  more  and  more  people  go 
about  their  daily  lives  in  their  chosen  gender-roles.  The  more 
public  we  are  about  ourselves,  the  more  we  take  hits  from  the 
right-wing  conservatives  who  would  deny  us  our  daily  lives. 
The  new  "support"  group  is  the  political  action  group.  It's  the 
Transgender  Law  and  Policy  Institute,  the  National  Center  for 
Transgender  Equality,  Transgender  Law  Center,  and  the 
National  Transgender  Advocacy  Coalition.  That's  where  the 
action  is. 

These  organizations  and  individual  activists  need  your  help 
in  the  form  of  donations.  You  can  help  them  by  donating 
through  the  Transgender  Fund.  And,  as  the  Fund  is  a 501  [c][3] 
tax  exempt  organization,  your  donation  may  be  a tax  deduc- 
tion for  you. 

For  the  cynics  among  us,  it's  easy  to  sit  on  the  sidelines  and 
kvetch.  To  do  something  positive  in  the  face  of  adversity  is 
real  work,  and  we  have  plenty  of  people  doing  the  real  work 
of  the  community  every  single  day.  They  deserve  our  support 
in  every  way  possible. 

One  last  note  for  you  collectors.  I came  across  a cache  of 
early  LadyLike  magazines.  I've  posted  them  on  the  website  on 
a special  page.  If  you've  been  looking  for  a #1,  #2  or  similar 
early  copy,  check  it  out  fast.  There's  only  one  copy  of  each 
issue  and  it's  first-come,  first-served.  A portion  of  the  sale  of 
each  copy  will  benefit  the  TG  FUND.  The  sale  page  is  at 
<http://www.cdspub.com/ILspcl.html>. 
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Stay  frosty! 


A Glamour  Bm-tique  Exclusive 

\i 


‘"urves  Ahead 


GB1  finally  Feminine  Hips  And  Fanny  Shaper  Panty 

This  is  our  best  padded  panty!  It  creates  a smooth,  natural  looking  female  hips 
and  butt.  Easy  on  and  off.  We  feel  that  this  is  one  of  the  best  padded  panties  on 
the  market.  Reinforced  crotch  area  also  serves  as  an  excellent  gaff! 

Colors:  Black,  Beige  • Sizes:  (by  waist)  28-30,  32-34,  36-38,  40-42,  44+ 

Price:  $44.95 


Thong  Style  SlingShot  Gaff. 

Our  gaff  is  made  of  a strong  nylon  and 
lycra  blend  to  provide  that  all  important 
flat  look. 

Colors:  Black,  White,  Red,  Beige 

Sizes:  S:  28-30,  M:  32-34,  L:  36-28,  XL:  38-42 

Price:  $24.95  2 for  $40 


2700  Jiggle  Bra. 

See-through  bra 
with  pockets  for 
silicone  breastforms. 


Colors:  Black,  White,  Nude 

Price;  $26.95  • 2 for  $45.00 


GER005  Steel  Boned  Corset 

This  corset  has  the  pulling  power  of  the 
more  expensive  corsets.  Steel  boned  with 
a 65-35  polyester/cotton  blend  material.  12 
inches  high  and  works  great  with  women 
and  men. Comes  with  loops  for  6 garters. 
Sizes:  24-40  (order  T’smaller  than  your  waist) 
Colors:  Black  • Price:  $99.95 
GER6  Imported  German  Garter  Set  $9.95 


GL2000N  Silicone  Breastform. 

Produced  by  the  leading,  most  reputable 
laboratory  in  Germany,  utilizing  a special- 
ized medical  silicone  formula  that  produces 
a high  degree  of  flexibility  and  weight. 

Sizes:  Order  by  bra  size.  (i.e.  38D) 

Price:  $189.95 


Price:  $19.95 


NIP1 

Super  Realistic 
Prominent  Nipples. 


Available  with  large  areo- 
las  (2”)  or  small  (1  5/8”) 
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CPI  32 
Pink  Beard 
^ Neutralizer 

Price:  $6.95 


:j 


TATI 

Beard  Cover 

Colors;  1 -Light, 
2-Medium,  3-Tan, 
4-Dark 

Price:  $8.98 


B-19 

Blue  Beard 
Neutralizer 

Price:  $6.95 


NEW  AND  IMPROVED! 

ADI  Hollister  Medical 
Adhesive  Price:  $27.95 

ADR  Hollister  Adhesive 
Remover  Price:  $4.95 


tA^yW^'  www.glamourboutique.com 

Use  this  order  form  to  mail  or  FAX  us  your  order!  Glamour  Boutique,  850  Southbridge  St,  Auburn  MA  01501  • FAX:  508-347-2427 


Shipping  Information 


Name_ 
Street. 
City 


Payment  Information 


TST  ^ r Money  Order  □ • VisaD  • Master  Card  Discover  AMEX  □ 

Card  Number Exp  


. State 


-Zip 


Billing  Address 
City 


State 


Best  way  for  us  to  contact  you:  E-Mail  Address 


-Zip 


Phone 


Item  No. 

Description 

Color 

Size 

Qty. 

Price 

Subtotal: 

Shipping:  (U.S.-  $5.95  • Canada  -$9.95) 

: Total: 

850  Southbridge  St.  • Auburn,  MA  01501  • 508-721-7800  • toll  free  888-721-8688  • e-mail  jwarrener@aol.com 
714  E.  Sahara  Ave.  #250  • Las  Vegas,  NV  89104  • 702-697-1800  • 866-692-1800  • fax  702-697-1700  • e-mail  glamourboutique2@aol.com 


Hinds  down,  TCiForym  r$  the 
host,  most  oomprehensive, 
most  yp  to  diteT^  resource  on 


Where  else  will  you  get  50 
weeks  of  oompelling  news,  ad- 
vise, and  entertainment?  In  a 
word,  nowhere,  because  no  one 
provides  the  breadth  and  depth 
of  content  that  TGForum 
does! 


Plus,  we  offer  resources  second 
to  none.  Want  to  know  where  to 
buy...  anything?  Visit  our  Shop- 
ping mall.  Want  your  own  private 
email  account  or  a personal  web 
page?  We  offer  that,  too,  no  ex- 
tra charge.  All  this  for  $0.75  a 
week?  You  better  believe  it! 
Check  out  the  free  edition,  then 
subscribe  to  get  to  ail  the  good- 
ies. 


www.tgforum.com 


TGForum  is  brought  to  you  by  3-D  Communications,  Inc.,  a transgender  owned  and 
operated  web  presence.  Contact  us  about  getting  your  organization  or  business  on  the 
Worldwide  Web.  [wpbmaster#tgforum.com] 


All  the  news  you  want...  all  the  iniormatlon  you  need...  and  a place  to  call  home! 


